
Spawner Survey 

 Introduction 

Ryan Jacobsen - Oregon Adult Salmonid Inventory and Sampling (OASIS) 

Alex Neerman -  Lower Columbia Crew Leader 
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Training Objectives 

• Review Purpose of the Spawning Survey 
Program 
 

• Describe field procedures 

 
– Survey Location 

 

– Typical Survey 

 

– Fish ID 

 
 

 

 





Johnson Creek Watershed Council 

.

Lower Gorge Tribs. 



The Oregon Plan Requires 
 

Improved Monitoring to provide statistically 

rigorous data on the  

Status, Trend, and Distribution 

 of Salmon Populations 

Three Main Projects 

Habitat - Aquatic Inventories Project (AQI) 

Juveniles - Western Oregon Rearing Project (WORP) 

Adults - Spawning Surveys Project (OASIS) 



Survey  

Location 



Reach ID 20000.00 Segment 1 

Reach ID 29999.00 Segment 1 

Reach ID 30000.00 Segment 1 Reach ID 39999.00 Segment 1 

Sandy 

Clackam
as 

Scappoose 

Clatskanie 

Hood River 

Gorge 

Big Creek 

Youngs Bay 

Necanicum 

Nehalem 

Tillamook 

Kilchis 

Miami Wilson 

Trask 

Nestucca 

Salmon 

Siletz 

Yaquina 

Alsea 

Siuslaw 

Umpqua Coquille 

Survey Organization 







Description of a Typical Survey 



The basic idea 
 

• Make sure you are on the correct stream and segment (many surveys, but 
not all will have signs, use GPS) 

 

• Find your start point and survey upstream to end point 

 

• During the survey count all live and dead fish 

 

• Count all Redds 

  

• Collect all carcasses and take them back to the council office 

 

• Identify species, sex, and take biological samples [scales, snouts]  

 

• Zero data point is valuable 

  -start and end of season [run timing] 

  -No fish seen throughout season 

 







Without Polarized Sunglasses 



With Polarized Sunglasses 



Fish  

ID 



SALMON ID 101 

• Run Timing (coho vs. stw) 

 

• Size (chinook vs pink) 

• Basin Location (chum vs. coho) 

 

• Coloration  

 

• Body Morphology 

 

• Markings (spotting, gums, fin rays) 

 

• Behavior  

 



Salmon ID Card 

 































Pit Mound 

Typical Salmon Redd 

Direction of Flow 









Have Fun!!! 



The End 


