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Introduction  

The link between invasive species and the health of watersheds is well 
established.  Invasive species reduce biodiversity, vegetative structure and result 
in diminished ecosystem services—including stormwater management—and 
increased expenditures and risk (fire, landslide, etc.).  The City of Portland is 
taking the lead in addressing the damage and costs imposed by invasive species 
and has been identified as the model for other municipalities by the National 
Invasive Species Advisory Council.  

 

The City of Portland’s Invasive Species Program 
(Program) acts as a focal point for invasive species 
(IS) management for the region, establishes 
regulatory compliance, and assists city efforts to 
mitigate the impacts and costs of invasive species 
within the city.  The Program coordinates activities 
with many partners including neighborhood 
associations, non-profits, and state and federal 
entities.   These efforts ensure the city meets 
regulatory requirements and protects infrastructure, 
human health, biodiversity, and previous 
investments in watershed health.  The Program is 
the direct result of Resolutions 36360 and 36726, 
and ensures compliance with Ordinance No. 
183534: adoption of the Invasive Plant Policy 
Review and Regulatory Improvement Project which 
included amendments to the Portland Plant List and Titles 29 and 33 (regulations 
consistent with Resolutions 36360 and 36726 in Title 11 take place Jan. 1, 2015).   

 

 

 

Resolution 
# 36360

Mandates creation of 
City IS goals & work 

plan 

Ordinance 
#183534

Amends titles 11, 
29, 33 with regards 

to IS

10 Year Goals
Program 

development, 
education, inventory 

and control

Resolution 
# 36726

Establishment of IS 
Management 
"Strategy”

Fig 1.  Schematic of resolutions and ordinances pertinent to the Invasive Species Program 

The City of Portland’s 

partnership has proven 

critical year after year in 

achieving district wide 

invasive species manage-

ment goals.  The level of 

success achieved in invasive 

species management in our 

District could not be 

achieved without the 

collaboration of the City of 

Portland’s exemplary staff 

and programs.  

-Mary Logalbo, West 

Multnomah Soil and Water 

Conservation District 
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The Program has finished its 6th year of operations and has proven very 
effective in protecting the best city-owned habitat; assisting City revegetation 
efforts; preventing the establishment of new invasive species; and incorporating 
new invasive plant regulations into existing city codes.  Programmatic efforts 
support the integration of invasive species control with city policy as described in 
the Comprehensive Plan and directly assist with the city’s efforts to provide 
environmental equity to disadvantaged citizens.  The Program does not act alone 
but works with other programs such as the Revegetation Program (housed at the 
Bureau of Environmental Services) and City Nature (Portland Parks and 
Recreation). 

 

Need 

Portland has developed a watershed approach that addresses the sources 
and causes of hydrologic issues and associated 
environmental problems rather than focusing on 
symptoms or meeting specific regulatory 
requirements.  The vast majority of relevant 
scientific evidence indicates that invasive plants 
degrade water quality, reduce biodiversity, impair 
habitat, decrease tree populations and growth 
rates, increase the likelihood and spread of fire, 
decrease stormwater infiltration, and increase soil 
erosion (see App. E).  Healthy watersheds 
provide valuable services to society including the 
supply, control, and purification of water.  
Protecting and enhancing natural areas are the 
cheapest and most effective means of keeping 
contaminated stormwater out of our streams and 
rivers while providing habitat for fish and wildlife 
and also aesthetically pleasing recreation areas 
within the city.   

 

Not only are the threats imposed by invasive 
species continuous, restored natural areas do not 
remain restored:  they require periodic 
maintenance to keep them functioning and 
providing ecosystem services.  As the city 
acquires additional natural areas, the need for 
services provided by the Program will continue to 
increase.  

 

The Invasive Species Program at the Bureau 
of Environmental Services (BES) has led a sixth 
year of efforts to control invasive species within 

 
ODA “A” ranked Giant Hogweed 
 

The City of Portland has 

proven to be an effective 

leader in invasive species 

management. Their invasive 

species control efforts have 

served to protect the city from 

new and emergent threats, and 

to ameliorate the impact of 

harmful weeds. The sustained 

support for invasive species 

program, will increase the 

livability of the City and 

ultimately lead to long term 

savings as species are brought 

under control. Their efforts 

have not only helped to protect 

folks locally from invasive 

threats, but their efforts have 

also positively impacted 

invasive species management 

across Oregon.  

-Samuel Leininger, Clackamas 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District 
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the city of Portland and throughout the region with our partners.  Using the 
Invasive Plant Management Strategy (Strategy) adopted by City Council in 2009 
(Resolutions 36360 & 36726) as a guiding document, the Invasive Species 
Program at BES has continued to act in these five areas:  

Policy and Regulation  
Outreach and Education  
Coordination  
Control  
Inventory 

Policy and Regulation  
Portland leads the nation in implementing proactive invasive species policy 

that is unified across relevant municipal code; protects infrastructure, human 
health and the environment; and ensures city goals are met.  This “Portland 
approach” has been adopted by other municipalities such as Austin, Texas and 
has received recognition by the National Invasive Species Council. 

Outreach and Education 

The city employs extensive outreach and education opportunities that reach 
literally tens of thousands of people each year on topics such as stormwater and 
wastewater management, plant identification, invasive plant removal, and native 
plant revegetation efforts.  These outreach strategies include volunteer events, 
workshops, classroom instruction, and written materials.  These efforts, in part, 
are targeted to underserved segments of the population.  See App. A for details. 

 
Fig 2. Schematic of the three major outreach and education methods employed by the program 

 

Volunteer Coordination 

 

 

Ed/Training Events 

Print and Internet 

Publications 

 

Ed/Training Events Volunteer Coordination 
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Coordination 

The Invasive Species Program at BES 
works extensively with other city bureaus to 
advise on invasive species issues, to 
implement the ten year work goals outlined 
in the Strategy, and to ensure policy 
compliance.  The following staff can be 
considered bureau contacts for invasive 
species management as of July 1, 2014 
(please see glossary for acronym 
definitions):  

BES – Dominic Maze, Mitch Bixby, Michele Juon 

Parks - John Reed, Rachel Felice, Lynn Barlow  

PWB – Angie Kimpo   

BPS - Roberta Jortner 

                  

City staff also actively coordinate invasive species control efforts with regional 
partners and stakeholders to meet management goals within the city, state and 
Pacific Northwest. 

 

City staff attend 4-County Cooperative Weed Management Area (4CoCWMA) 
meetings as steering committee members.  In addition, city staff coordinate 
invasive species management efforts with the 4-County CWMA members 
including East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, West Multnomah 
Soil and Water Conservation District, Metro, Clean Water Services, local 

Feds:

USDA

State: ODA, OISC, 

ORCWMA, OPRD, etc.

Regional: METRO, 4CoCWMA, 
EMSWCD, WMSWCD, WIN, WCCWS, 

Clark Co., Clackamas Co, etc.

Local:

Friends Groups, Local Watershed Councils, Port of 
Portland, West Willamette Partnership, Forest Park 

Conservancy, OHSU, cities, etc.

Fig 3.  Breakdown of city partners based on geographic scope.  

Without proper control and contain-

ment of these weeds, they can easily 

spread into natural areas outside the 

city. The city’s commitment to invasive 

species control benefits the work of The 

Nature Conservancy and many other 

partners working to protect and 

enhance natural areas in the region.   

-Joseph Buttafuoco, The Nature 

Conservancy 
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watershed councils (Johnson Creek, Columbia Slough, and Tryon Creek), 
“Friends of” groups, and other non-governmental organizations such as the West 
Willamette Partnership and the Forest Park Conservancy.  Additionally, the 
coordinator for the Invasive Species Program was appointed to the Oregon 
Invasive Species Council through 2015, which helps the city coordinate on 
regional and statewide invasive species efforts.  

Control 

The city employs multiple elements in four 
bureaus to actively manage and control invasive 
species on city-owned property (~10,800 acres), 
city ROWs, and occasional private property: 
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT), 
Portland Parks and Recreation (Parks), and BES.  
Portland Water Bureau (PWB) manages invasive 
species in the Bull Run Watershed.  Other entities 
such as the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture, the 
Oregon Dept. of Transportation, the Animal Plant 
and Health Inspection Service (USDA), local 
watershed councils, and soil and watershed 
conservation districts also operate within the city 
on invasive species issues.  

 

The Program for FY14 was comprised of four 
elements, each supporting a different facet of the 
2005 Invasive Plant Strategy.  This approach was 
developed by examining the needs and potential 
benefits of various invasive control activities within 
the City.  The Strategy defines this approach and 
identifies 10 year goals for the city-wide 
management of invasive species.  See App. B for 
further details. 

 
ODA “B” ranked Garlic Mustard 

 

Cooperative control efforts by 

the City of Portland, and West 

Multnomah SWCD allow 

Clean Water Services to more 

effectively control invasive 

garlic mustard on a scale that 

is multijurisdictional and 

watershed-wide. Without the 

participation of the City of 

Portland in this effort, our 

work on Fanno and other 

creeks in east side of the 

Tualatin Basin would be futile 

as invasion pressure 

originating from the West 

Hills would constantly negate 

what we do downstream. It 

would result in less efficient 

use of rate payer’s dollars.  

-Robert Emanuel, Clean Water 

Services 
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Invasive Species programmatic coordination ensures compliance with city, 
state and federal requirements and ensures the city’s work plans and watershed 
goals are met.  The coordinator oversees the activities and agreements with 
inter-bureau, state and federal entities; manages outreach and education efforts 
and materials; initiates abatement process for code violations; directs invasive 
animal efforts; and oversaw BES funding and coordination of three sub-
programs in FY14. 

 

1. Early Detection/Rapid Response [ED/RR]:  
The ED/RR Program is housed at the Bureau 
of Environmental Services and eradicates new 
invasive plant infestations when they are small.  
This program maps known infestations and 
monitors City efforts.  This is a proven 
approach to reducing future costs and damage 
to watersheds .ss… 

 

2. Protect the Best [PTB]:  The PTB Program 
housed at Portland Parks and Recreation 
prevents early stage infestation and 
maintains ecologically healthy habitat. 

Portland

IS Control and 
Management

IS Program 
Coordination

[BES]
Early 

Detection/ 
Rapid 

Response

[BES]

Bull Run 
Management 

and IS 
Prevention 

[PWB]

City Nature 

[Parks]

State, Federal, 
local partners

ROWs & 
landscaped 

features

[PBOT/BES]

Watershed

Revegetation

Program

[BES]

Youth 
Conservation 

Crew

[Parks and 
BES]

Protect the 
Best

[Parks and 
BES] 

Fig 4.  Schematic of multiple entities providing invasive species control, education, and/or 

management resources within the city. 

Fig 5. City staff decapitates highly toxic,  

giant hogweed to limit seed dispersal. 
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Increasingly, PTB maintains work administered by the BES Revegetation 
Program.  

 

3. Youth Conservation Crew [YCC]:  YCC provides summer employment 
opportunities to a diverse population of Portland youth.  Crews protect and 
restore Portland natural areas while learning valuable job skills and 
stewardship.  Portland shifted the YCC funding load fully to PP&R for FY14. 

Inventory 

The city has compiled existing information about natural areas to prioritize 
management actions on city owned properties.  Information such as presence or 
absence of endangered species, riparian areas, park size, habitat quality, and 
other factors are used to allocate limited funds and staff time for habitat 
restoration projects and community involvement.   

  

Invasive species control and restoration efforts are planned and tracked via 
city databases.  City Nature (Parks), Protect the Best and Youth Conservation 
Crew (BES/Parks), and Watershed Revegetation Program, and Early 
Detection/Rapid Response program (BES), all maintain detailed records and 
maps of their work that inform and streamline future efforts.  The PWB continues 
to map and track road projects, including road decommissions, within the Bull 
Run Watershed along with invasive species and corresponding treatments.  See 
App. C for details. 

 

 

 

 

  

Fig 6 & 7. Maps of PTB initial treatments and portion 

of ED/RR garlic mustard treatments. 
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Next Steps  

The following list highlights some of the invasive species management actions 
implemented in FY14:  

 

 BES continued to work with BPS to refine and rewrite the Portland Plant List 
and ensure their consistency and conformity with City policy and code and 
the best available, current research. 

 BES, Parks, and PWB continued their outreach, education, and stewardship 
programs.  

 BES continued to coordinate invasives species management efforts 
internally and with our numerous external stakeholders.  

 The Invasive Species Program will ensure that the significant gains and 
effort made towards the 10 year work goals approved by City Council 
continue.  

 The city will continue to act as a model and provide expert advice to other 
municipalities around the country seeking to emulate Portland’s Invasive 
Species Program.  

 Continue to focus on environmental equity as a key component of achieving 
Portland’s watershed health goals. 

 

These actions represent a multi-faceted, invasive species management program 
that aims to most effectively manage natural areas given limited resources, 
multiple ownerships within the city, and the large amount of these natural areas 
present within city limits.  

 

The city also recognizes that invasive species 
management cannot be conducted solely by city 
staff efforts and budgets.  While this report focuses 
on city efforts (as required by the strategy), we 
gratefully acknowledge that our partners and the 
public have also made significant and essential 
contributions to invasive species management 
throughout the greater Portland area.  The city has 
continued to support and build upon those partnered 
efforts and public input in FY14. 
 

 
Glossary 

APHIS: USDA Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service 

BES: City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services 

BPS: City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability  

Fig 8.  Policeman’s helmet, an 

ODA “B” ranked species. 
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BRWMU: Bull Run Watershed Management Unit 

EMSWCD: East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 

G2G: Grey to Green 

IS: invasive species 

METRO: regional government for the Portland metropolitan area 

ODA: Oregon Department of Agriculture 

OHSU: Oregon Health and Sciences University 

OISC: Oregon Invasive Species Council 

ORCWMA: Oregon Cooperative Weed Management Area 

OPRD: Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 

PBOT: City of Portland Bureau of Transportation 

PP&R: City of Portland Parks and Recreation  

PTB: Protect the Best program 

PWB: City of Portland Water Bureau 

ROW: right-of-way 

USDA: United States Department of Agriculture 

WCCWS: Washington County Clean Water Services 

WIN: Western Invasives Network 

WMSWCD: West Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 

4CoCWMA: 4 County Cooperative Weed Management Area 

Appendix A: Outreach and Education Totals 

 Survey: In an effort to assess the progress of the 
ED/RR Program in invasive plant management, 
monitoring surveys were conducted for spurge 
laurel and American pokeweed.  Tax lots and 
rights-of-way along 103, 1000-meter transects 
were surveyed in the spring of 2013, the fall of 
2013, and the spring of 2014. Volunteers assisted 
in these surveys, logging 194 hours. Patch size, 
location of patches, and plant species were 
recorded and door hangers were left at properties 
containing target species.  Spurge laurel was 
observed on 112 out of 6741 taxlots. This 
monitoring survey found that 60% of private 
property owners removed spurge laurel when 
notified using a door hanger. 

 

Fig 9. Volunteer surveyors leave a 

door hanger at a property 

containing spurge laurel. 
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 Alien Plant Invader Blog Series:  Seven 
invasive plants were highlighted in the Alien 
Plant Invader series within the BES City 
Green Blog.  Articles contained plant 
information regarding identification, control, 
and environmental and human health 
concerns.  BES staff will continue writing 
these articles in an effort to engage citizens in 
invasive plant identification and removal.  

 

 Natural Areas Stewardship:  Portland 
Parks and Recreation (PP&R) hosted 431 
restoration events that logged 44,264 
volunteer work hours, involving 9593 
volunteers from the community in FY14. 
These work parties removed invasive plants 
and planted native plants.  They also 
conducted trail maintenance activities such as 
fence building to keep park users on trails; 
minimizing impacts to native vegetation and 
riparian areas. 

 

 Clean Rivers Education Program:  In 
FY14, the program worked with 68 schools/ 
organizations to reach 11,271 student 
contacts, and 423 classroom and field classes 
were taught. These programs engage 
students in classroom lessons and field 
science programs about watershed health 
which includes stormwater and wastewater 
management, water quality monitoring, plant 
identification, invasive plant removal, and 
native plant revegetation efforts. This program 
also provided parents and chaperones a 
volunteer opportunity during field trips for over 
500 individuals who collectively logged over 
1,000 hours. Students were involved in field 
trips and classes that covered topics about 
native and invasive plants. 

 

 Publications and outreach materials:  The Invasive Species Program 
continued to distribute hundreds of copies of the GardenSmart: a Guide to 
Non-Invasive Plants booklets, to partners and the public. These booklets help 
gardeners select appropriate non-invasive replacement plants.  As of the 

 
Mother and daughter volunteer pair 

The stewardship program goes 

beyond physical removal of 

invasive weeds to provide high-

quality, community outreach 

around invasive species and 

other watershed health 

issues.  Our program provides 

one on one, interactive, hands-

on education that transcends 

what can be accomplished by an 

educational brochure or 

website.  I often interact with 

people who tell me that they 

successfully identified and 

removed invasive weeds 

growing in their own 

backyards and that they would 

not have recognized these plants 

before attending our volunteer 

events. 

-Marissa Dorais, PP&R 

Stewardship Coordinator 

 

Fig 10. Alien Invaders City Green Blog Post 
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beginning of FY14, the Program has distributed over 90,000 copies.  The 
program also distributed hundreds of copies of the updated Invasive Plants 
posters, and a garlic mustard informational insert was included in a southwest 
neighborhood newspaper distributed to 10,000 residents.  Numerous 
additions and revisions were made to the invasive plant program website, 
with particular attention paid to invasive plant identification.  

 Staff also mailed 286 renewal requests and approximately 25 new 
requests to landowners for permission to control garlic mustard, spurge laurel 
and knotweed on private property, with an additional 495 reminders sent to 
landowners of existing permissions. 

 

 Events staffed, trainings provided, public meetings:  BES staff had 
multiple contacts with residents concerning the ED/RR program and control 
efforts via telephone and email.  In FY14, staff led outreach efforts at 
Multnomah Days; the Belmont Street Fair; and the Yard, Garden and Patio 
Show. These outreach events provided technical information about invasive 
species management to over 950 people.  BES staff also provided four 
trainings on invasive plant identification and herbicide application to 346 
attendees, including city staff and regional technicians. One of these trainings 
was a two part class designed in collaboration with sustainable stormwater 
and BES Revegetation program to instruct city staff and contractor on 
identification of grasses. 

 

Appendix B: Control and Restoration totals 
 

 Early Detection/Rapid Response:   

The ED/RR Program has implemented 
invasives control for the past six years.  Much 
of the program justification is based on two 
studies: a federal study calculating a cost to 
benefit ratio of 17:1 for the early detection and 
rapid implementation of management 
measures to eradicate and control recently 
arrived invasive species and a study by the 
State of Oregon calculating a 34:1 cost to 
benefit ratio. 

Most acreages are small due to the small 
size of nascent populations.  These small 
acreages actually represent multiple 
populations and corresponding properties. 

 Since the ED/RR program began in 2008, it 
has controlled and monitored targeted species 
on over 200 acres annually. 

Species 
Total 

Acres  

Garlic mustard 141 

Knotweed 5.5 

Spurge laurel 0.75 

Pokeweed 0.75 

Giant hogweed 5.5 

Slender false brome 0.4 

Milk thistle 0.5 

Goatsrue 0.1 

Orange hawkweed 0.1 

Policeman’s helmet 0.1 

Ludwigia peploides  0.1 

Euphorbia oblongata 0.1 

Total 154.9 

Table 2.  ED/RR targeted eleven 

species in FY12-13. 
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 Protect the Best:  Portland Parks and 
Recreation (PP&R) – City Nature manages 
ecologically healthy habitat that supports wildlife 
and provides unique opportunities for experiencing 
nature locally.  The Protect the Best Invasive Plant 
Management Program (PTB) is designed to prevent 
early-stage invasive infestations in PP&R’s natural 
areas by identifying and treating ecologically 
healthy habitat and then creating relatively invasive-
free “buffer habitat” surrounding it.  Work sites are 
selected primarily on the ecological health rating 
assigned in the PP&R vegetation survey.  PTB staff 
removes invasive species such as English holly, 
European hawthorn, English and Irish ivy, 
Himalayan blackberry, and garlic mustard.  
Treatments are tracked in an ArcGIS database.  
The PTB program is expected to reduce total 
invasive vegetation on a greater number of acres, at 
lower cost, and using less herbicide compared with 
other invasive vegetation management approaches. 

 

 

 

  FY07-08 FY08-09 FY09-10 FY10-11 FY11-12 FY12-13 FY 13-14 

Property Init. Ret. Init. Ret. Init. Ret. Init. Ret. Init. Ret. Init. Ret. Init. Ret. 

Forest Park   823   588 435 499 387 351 559 484 513 264 500 93 493 

Maricara Park  17       17           2 

Marshall Park        4                 

East Zone               

Big 4 Corners NA                 22   64 86 7 86 

Bundy NA       4    4         

Buttes NA     9   2   113 9       124  3 

Campfire NA                     

Clatsop Butte Park      27         18           

Deardorf Creek NA                3     

Elk Rock Island 5   2   3 4   6       5  2 

Errol Heights NA             7    10   

Mitchell Creek NA 71         67           4  2 

Oaks Bottom                   61 14 

Powell Butte NP     171   72   69 171 13 83 4 8  18 

Tideman Johnson NA             8    8   

Whitaker Ponds     3              2     

Total 916 0 800 435 584 475 533 767 534 596 337 745 161 620 

I am personally excited to 

see PTB branching out into 

working on sites such as Big 

4 Corners and parts of Oaks 

Bottom where the Bureau of 

Environmental Services has 

invested heavily in 

ecological restoration, both 

vegetation removal and 

planting.  Big 4 Corners is a 

great example of a site 

where PTB has been able to 

take invasive control to the 

next level after BES crews 

completed the hard work of 

removing large hedgerows 

of blackberry, performing 

small tree removal, and 

planting gaps in the shrub 

layer. 

-Steve Lower, Protect the Best 

Table 3.  ‘Initial’ acres and ‘retreated’ acres from FY 2007-2008 to FY 2013-2014.  
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 Youth Conservation Crew (YCC):  In FY14, 
PP&R's YCC program employed 36 youth from ages 
14-18 to work in teams, restoring the city’s highly-
valued natural areas to healthy ecosystems.  
Throughout the year, crews worked 8,256 hours in 
55 parks. They maintained trails, planted and cared 
for trees, removed invasive plants, and provided 
environmental instruction to the public about urban 
forests.  The YCC program is the city’s foremost 
enactor of environmental equity in the city. 

 

 Portland Water Bureau, Bull Run Watershed 
efforts:  The Bull Run Watershed Management 
Unit (BRWMU) is comprised of land owned by 
the Portland Water Bureau (PWB), U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM).  Water Bureau staff are 
responsible for coordinating directly with the 
USFS and BLM on invasive species issues 
which impact the BRWMU.  At present, there are 
many federal mandates that guide the 
management of land within this boundary and 
Water Bureau staff work to ensure our 
compliance with these federal mandates.  

In FY14, Water Bureau staff treated 
invasive plants on 4250 acres of land, 
attempting to eradicate at least 6 species. Other 
efforts include ongoing identification, mapping 
and monitoring of invasive plants in sensitive 
areas, including decommissioned roads, 
construction areas, gates, and 175 miles of 
road.  

To protect Portland’s water from the 
accidental introduction of new invasive species, 
including water-borne microorganisms that could 
devastate municipal water service and supplies, 
the PWB has installed a vehicle wash station at 
the entrance to the BRWMU.  All contracted 
terrestrial vehicles and watercraft must be 
inspected and cleaned. 

 

 BES Revegetation Program (Reveg):  Reveg began in 1995 in the 
Columbia Slough watershed and is active in all Portland watersheds today.  

 
BRMU wash station 

 
The most important function 

that the Water Bureau’s 

Invasive Species Program 

performs is to ensure that no 

aquatic invasive organisms 

get into the City of Portland 

drinking water supply. Not 

only do we monitor existing 

conditions in our reservoirs 

and the Bull Run River, we 

are also working hard to 

prevent new species from 

entering the management 

unit.  We have had an 

aquatic decontamination 

procedure in place since 

2009 which places stringent 

guidance on the cleaning and 

introduction of boats, diving 

gear and equipment into our 

drinking water reservoirs. 

-Angie Kimpo, Bull Run 

Watershed 

 

YCC Outcomes 

 56,901 ft of invasive 

ivy removed 

 12,293 ft of  invasive 

blackberry removed 

 1041 urban children 

educated 

 115 ft of fence built 

 476 trees planted 

 10 miles of trail 
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The Reveg team works on restoration projects with other City of Portland 
bureaus and many public and private groups. The activities implemented by 
the Reveg are different in scope than other programs in the city which seek to 
control and manage invasive species. Reveg focuses on the worst, least 
functioning habitat in the city, transforming these areas into high-value, native 
habitat. 

In FY14 Reveg initiated 147.3 new acres and conducted maintenance of 2034 
previously treated acres. Over the previous four years, the Reveg program 
initiated restoration activities on over 2058 acres with maintenance of 
previously restored sites averaging about 2226 acres. 

Appendix C: Inventory 

 

 Portland Parks & Recreation:  PP&R continues to compile existing 
information about natural area parks in order to prioritize management actions 
within the PP&R portfolio.  Information about ecological health, habitat quality, 
natural area connectivity, stream condition and other factors are used to 
allocate limited funds and staff time for habitat restoration projects and 
community involvement.   

  

 Revegetation prioritization:  Each year the Revegetation Program meets 
with BES watershed managers and PP&R staff to select high priority sites for 
invasive plant removal and revegetation.  The Invasive Species Program is 
currently assisting BES Revegetation with development of a rapid ecological 
health assessment for ecological health.   

   

 ED/RR Inventory:  The BES ED/RR program is compiling an inventory of the 
following species: knotweed, garlic mustard, false-brome, indigo bush, spurge 
laurel, giant hogweed, knapweed, American pokeweed, lesser celandine, 
orange hawkweed, milk thistle, policeman’s helmet, oblong spurge, and 
goatsrue.  This inventory is used to establish priorities and treatment locations 
for the ED/RR program.  The database being created to house inventory data 
currently includes over 1400 locations, representing all targeted species.  

 

 Invasive Species Program partner surveys:  As part of the Invasive Plant 
Management Strategy, Resolution 36726 identifies the need to conduct an 
invasive animal species assessment to determine status and threats and also 
to identify and guide management actions.  After conducting this assessment, 
the Program has identified likely invasive animal threats to watershed health.  
The Program works with the ODA and the USDA Animal Plant Health 
Inspection Service with surveys and trapping locations for forest and 
agricultural pests likely to be introduced to the region through Portland.   
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The discovery of a potentially significant pest by a volunteer entomologist 
initiated joint survey efforts by APHIS, PP&R, BES, and the Forest Park 
Conservancy in spring of 2014. While these surveys have not detected the 
pest, several native insect species not 
previously known to exist in Forest Park have 
been documented. 

 

PWB is also working with the Insect Pest 
Prevention and Management Division at the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture to set and 
check gypsy moth traps along the major 
routes within the BRWMU. 

 

 Bull Run Watershed Management Unit:  Within the BRWMU, the Water 
Bureau Invasive Species Program has created a list of 29 terrestrial and 
aquatic species which threaten the integrity of the watershed that creates the 
city's drinking water source.  The PWB invasive species coordinator tracks 
road projects, road decommissions, and weed treatments. 

 

Appendix D: Program Milestones 

 2005: City adopts Portland Watershed Management Plan (PWMP) which 
identifies invasive species as a threat to watershed health. 

 July 2005: City updates provisions that nuisance plants on the Portland 
Plant List (PPL) are not allowed in city required landscaping. 

 Sept. 2005: Pleasant Valley Nat’l Resources Overlay Zone provisions 
added to Zoning Code; Nuisance and Prohibited Plants not allowed. 

 Nov. 7, 2005: Invasive Species Town Hall. City planning meeting to 
develop city strategy/goals/efforts. 

 Nov. 30, 2005:  City Council unanimously adopts Resolution 36360, 
directing development of a work plan and goals to reduce invasive plants 
in the city.  

 March 8, 2006: City adopts Framework for Integrated Management of 
Watershed Health, part of the PWMP, which identifies invasives control as 
an action item to achieve watershed health goals. 

 Nov. 2007: Grey to Green (G2G) initiative launched. 

 Nov. 2008: In response to Resolution 36360, BES led a multi-bureau 
effort and published the Invasive Plant Management Strategy (Strategy); 
calling for many actions including protecting best Parks habitat, preventing 
new invaders, integrating policies into city policy, codes and the 
Comprehensive Plan.  An article about this was published in the League of 
Oregon Cities magazine, Local Focus. 

Fig 11. USDA APHIS staff search for 

exotic mollusks on city property. 
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 Nov. 8, 2008: BES led the Restoring Healthy Natural Areas Summit with 
over 200 attendees composed of partners and stakeholders.  Topics 
directly addressed collaborative invasive control efforts. 

 Sept. 2008: BPS (funded by BES) leads multi-bureau effort to unify and 
improve City code with respect to invasive species, referred to as the 
Invasive Plant Policy and Regulatory Improvement Project (Project). 

 May 20, 21, & Oct. 29, 2009: Public meetings about the Project held by 
BES and BPS staff. City staff corresponded with business leaders, local 
conservation groups, neighborhood groups, and other local municipalities 
during this time.  A Project website was maintained and a Project overview 
paper was sent to stakeholders. 

 July 2009: G2G implementation begins. 

 August 2009: City adopts the Strategy as the City’s guiding document on 
vegetation (plantings, control, etc.),  Resolution 36726. 

 Sept. 24, 2009: A notice of the proposed actions for code updates was 
mailed to the Dept. of Land Conservation and Development in accordance 
with OAR 660-18-020.  Confirmed on Sept. 25, 2009. 

 Oct. 9, 2009: The Proposed Draft: Report and Recommendations to the 
Planning Commission for the Invasive Plant Policy and Regulatory 
Improvement Project was published.  The draft made numerous 
recommendations, including updating Titles 29 and 33 and suggesting 
changes to the PPL.   

 Nov. 10, 2009: The Portland Planning Commission voted unanimously to 
approve the Invasive Plant Policy and Regulatory Improvement Project 
after presentations by City staff from BES and BPS, and written and oral 
public testimony.  Project forwarded to City Council. 

 Jan. 15, 2010: The Planning commission Recommended report to City 
Council was published. 

 Feb. 3, 2010: City Council held a hearing on the Project. Presentations 
and public testimony received.  Passed to a second reading. 

 Feb. 10, 2010: Second reading of the Project.  Unanimous adoption of 
Ordinance No. 183534 resulting in amendments to Titles 29, 33 and the 
PPL. 

 July 1, 2010: Title 29 updates took effect. 

 July 1, 2010: Title 33 updates took effect. 

 Nov. 3, 2010: Presentation update to City Council on the Program. 

 May 21-23, 2012: Portland hosts the National Invasive Species Advisory 
Council. 

 Oct. 15, 2012: Program staff elected to the Oregon Invasive Species 
Council giving the city another direct link with state legislators.  
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 December 2012: Program staff recognized with two awards by the State 
of Oregon. 

 June 1, 2013: Program begins rule changes and creation of standardized 
risk assessments for the Portland Plant List with the Bureau of Planning 
and Sustainability.  

 Jan. 1, 2015: Title 11 updates pertaining to the Strategy and Project take 
effect. 
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