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p. 503-652-7477   f. 503-652-7188
www.jcwc.org    info@jcwc.org

Our mission is to inspire 
and facilitate community 
investment in the 
Johnson Creek Watershed
for the protection and 
enhancement of its 
natural resources.

Watershed Fun Facts: Johnson Creek flows 26 miles from its 
headwaters to its mouth at the Willamette River. The watershed 
includes five cities and two counties. Ten major tributaries feed in to 
Johnson Creek. The watershed is home to coho salmon, Great Blue 
Herons, Osprey, red-legged frogs, Columbia and three-toed  
salamanders, cutthroat trout, painted turtles and 175,000 people.
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Volunteer efforts tripled in 2010!
800 volunteers • 3,000 hours • 30 work parties 
• Over 10,000 native trees and shrubs planted

Get involved!
• Visit our website at www.jcwc.org
• Subscribe to our monthly E-bulletin or newsletter
• Attend a board meeting
• Join the Outreach Task Force or Events Committee
• Join the Land Use Committee 
• Write an article for the newsletter
• Come to a Johnson Creek Days event this fall
• Participate in the Watershed Wide Event
• Make a contribution and become a Friend

Johnson Creek Watershed Council thanks our numerous partners and donors  
who support our mission and our programs.

The stage is set for a 2011 
full of accomplishment, with 
the confluence project ready 
for construction this summer, 
more revegetation work and 
mussel sampling in upper 
Johnson Creek, and many 
ways for volunteers to get 
involved with the Council. 
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Off to a good start in 2011: JCWC partnered with Friends of 
Trees and Portland Parks and Recreation at Clatsop Butte at 
the 13th Annual Watershed Wide Event. More than 1,700 native 
trees and shrubs were planted in just three hours!

Johnson Creek by Gary Michael, pastel, 
16 x 20

Guardian by Ry Stroud, oil pastel, 
36 x 36 

Up the Hill by Eve Kenyon, pastel, 
12 x12

JCWC has made every attempt to spell donor 
names correctly. If you find an error, please 
contact us so we can correct it. Thank you.

2010 Volunteer work sites

Bird detail, Jean Chapin, handbuilt
stoneware, 8 x 10



Message from the Chair
Deepening Our 
Commitment
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From the Director

Looking Upstream 

Financial Summary
Fiscal year July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

Matt Clark, Executive Director

Restoration
	 The Council has had an extremely produc-
tive year in its restoration efforts. We hit the 
ground running in 2010 with a veritable plant-
ing frenzy; between our partnership with East 
Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 
on StreamCare, the efforts of our Riparian Reha-
bilitation program, and a Watershed Wide Event 
that brought 330 volunteers to 12 sites through-
out the watershed, we planted well over 10,000 
trees and shrubs!
	 Robin Jenkinson took up the mantle of Res-
toration Coordinator in March and immediately 
set to work on a wide array of projects. She 
secured funding for the salmon habitat restora-
tion project at the confluence of Johnson Creek 
with the Willamette. She also initiated a restora-
tion census to document all the work done on 
Johnson Creek over the past 15 years (using 
the online Conservation Registry database), and 
raised additional grant funds to support a variety 
of restoration and monitoring projects.
	 Volunteer restoration efforts took a quan-
tum leap forward in 2010. In addition to a suc-
cessful Watershed Wide Event, the Council ar-
ranged 30 work parties, engaging 800 volunteers 
in over 3,000 hours of restoration work dealing 
with invasive plant removal and mulching of na-
tive plantings—a threefold increase over the pre-
vious year!
	 Meanwhile, watershed homeowners are re-
storing their own property through the Backyard 
Habitat Certification Program, which JCWC began 
offering in 2010 through a partnership with Port-
land Audubon and Columbia Land Trust.

Outreach
	 This year a newly developed volunteer Out-
reach Task Force attended over 20 community 
events including the Lents International Farmers 
Market and East Multnomah Soil and Water Con-
servation District’s Welcome the Rain event. Vol-
unteer and Outreach Coordinator Amy Lodholz 
presented Council information to businesses and 
neighborhood associations. The Council will con-
tinue to expand its presence in the watershed 
communities next year.
	 Another new outreach program came on 
board: Johnson Creek Days, a series of com-
munity events meant to raise watershed aware-
ness. Events included running, biking and eco-
bus tours, hands-on activites for families and 
weekly painting events for artists. The month-
long celebration culminated in a well attended 
community art show. Look for a new line-up of 
events in the fall of 2011.  

Education: Youth Engaged
	 The Council continued its work with high 
schools in the watershed in 2010, providing op-
portunities for service learning and environmental 
education to 150 students. A total of nine class 
groups from seven schools participated in Youth 
Engaged this year. In addition to collecting valuable 
data on water quality, aquatic insects, and ripar-
ian habitat, students from these groups removed 
20 cubic yards of invasive plants and installed 
hundreds of native shrubs and trees. Two groups 
also helped with the Council’s freshwater mussel 
surveys. The Council reached an additional 100 
students from three schools through a partnership 
with the Clean Rivers Education program of Port-
land’s Bureau of Environmental Services. Generous 
support for Youth Engaged has been provided by 
the Spirit Mountain Community Fund, East Mult-
nomah Soil and Water Conservation District, and 
the WHH Foundation.

Statement of Financial Position
Assets   2010 2009
 Cash   30,575 22,036 
 Prepaid expenses              637 -
 Contracts receivable   167,991 42,198
 Furniture and equipment   4,086 5,201
   net of accumulated depreciation of $18,962 and $17,091 respectively
 Total assets   $ 203,289 $   69,435

Liabilities and net assets
 Accounts payable   131,289 15,394
 Accued payroll and related taxes   5,372 3,396
 Accrued vacation   4,034 4,477
 Total liabilities   $ 140,695 $  23,267

Net asset
 Unrestricted   29,579 29,398
 Temporarily restricted   33,015 16,770
 Total net assets   $    62,594 $  46,168
Total liabilities and net assets   $ 203,289 $  69,435

Statement of Activities
   Temporarily Total Total
  Unrestricted Restricted  2010 2009
Revenues/support
 Contract revenue 289,736 – 289,736 243,045
 Foundations 61,996 46,213 108,209 2,500
 Contributions 20,456 – 20,456 10,806
 In-kind contributions 36,000 – 36,000 38,700
 Special events - – - 13,524
 Interest income 17 – 17 1,006
 Miscellaneous 3,280 – 3,280 1,816
  411,485 46,213 457,698 311,397
 Net assets released 
  from restriction 29,968 (29,968)
 Total revenues  $441,453 $ 16,245 $457,698 $311,397

Expenses
 Program services 367,384 – 367,384 261,674
 Supporting services 
    Administration 44,176 – 44,176 40,245
    Fundraising 29,712 – 29,712 35,153
 Total expenses $441,272 – $441,272 $337,072

Change in net assets 181 16,245 16,426 (25,675)
Net assets 7/1/09 29,398 16,770 46,168 71,843
Net assets 6/31/10 $29,579 $33,015 $62,594 $46,168  

	 Johnson Creek Watershed Council grew in a number of ways in 2010. We both broadened and 
deepened our volunteer program, greatly increasing the number of volunteers we engaged as well 
as creating new opportunities for in-depth volunteer experiences. With our restoration volunteers 
collectively dedicating the equivalent of one and a half years of full-time work—3,000 hours—to 
stewardship of the natural areas in the watershed, our impact on watershed health was tremen-
dous. Together, our staff and volunteers planted more than 10,000 trees and shrubs.
	 In 2010, we started a formal internship program for volunteers wanting to take on a project 
for the Council’s benefit. One of our first interns has already dedicated more than 100 hours to 
compiling information for the Johnson Creek Restoration Project Census, a comprehensive census 
of completed, underway, and planned restoration projects in Johnson Creek Watershed, being 
hosted by the Conservation Registry, an online project mapping and sharing tool. We will use the 
information in the Restoration Project Census to update our watershed restoration action plan 
through GIS spatial analysis, identifying the priority restoration activities where JCWC and its part-
ners should focus efforts in the coming years.  
	 As our volunteer base grows, our fundraising base grows too. With the help of a generous 
challenge grant in 2010 from a long-time friend of the Council, we doubled our previous single-year 
record for funding from private individuals. It cannot be overstated how important this growth in 
private individual giving is to the Council’s future. As public funds are linked with the overall econo-
my, the Council will need robust private sector support so that we can continue to lead the way to a 
healthy watershed.  
	 The Council began a thorough update of its Strategic Plan in 2010 that builds upon an inde-
pendent assessment funded by a grant from River Network/NOWC, and great feedback from staff, 
Board members, volunteers, and many of our internal and external stakeholders. The update will 
result in a five year Strategic Plan that identifies completed actions, items that are presently being 
addressed, and priorities that we should be working on in the near future. We will finalize the up-
date during 2011.

JCWC Staff
Matt Clark 
Executive Director

Noah Jenkins 
Education and Research Associate

Robin Jenkinson 
Restoration Coordinator

Amy Lodholz 
Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator

Erin O’Shaughnessy 
Office Coordinator

Lori Sams
Outreach Coordinator (spring 2010)

Marty Urman 
Outreach Associate

Biological Monitoring		
	 The Council stepped into a new role moni-
toring macroinvertebrate species through its 
partnerships with the Inter-jurisdictional Commit-
tee (IJC) and the Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation. The IJC completed a second year 
of aquatic insect surveys throughout the water-
shed, providing valuable data on stream health 
to supplement the Council’s restoration efforts. 
Meanwhile, the Council recruited 52 volunteers 
and worked with 35 students to pilot a freshwa-
ter mussel survey in the watershed. Freshwater 
mussels are among the most threatened groups 
of animals in the US; several species are pres-
ent in Johnson Creek, but their distribution is not 
known. By engaging volunteers to look for and 
catalog mussels in the watershed, the Council 
has gathered data on their locations and age 
classes, and helped raise awareness of these 
little-studied creatures. The Council and Xerces 
plan to expand this survey effort in 2011; it’s a 
great way to get involved!
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Oregon Environmental Council
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Rick Attanasio,
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PhD candidate, Portland State University

JoAnn Herrigel, 
Community Services Director, City of Milwaukie
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	 Even in my three years with the Council, I’ve felt a positive shift in the public percep-
tion of Johnson Creek. People increasingly view it as a community amenity and source of 
local pride, rather than just a flooding nuisance. The salmon themselves are playing a big 
part in changing how the creek is seen. In December 2010, four wild Coho salmon were 
sighted in mainstem Johnson Creek east of Gresham, much farther upstream than they’ve 
been documented in recent memory. Newspaper and radio outlets picked up this story, and 
it was amplified by social media. An on-line Oregonian article, “Recently discovered Coho 
salmon carcasses upstream on Johnson Creek” was shared 152 times via Facebook. It’s a 
story of hope, and it resonates.
	 The salmon are helping, but it’s an active and involved community that is fundamen-
tally re-shaping our relationship to the creek and the watershed. In September, 2010, 
JCWC hosted the first annual Johnson Creek Days celebration, a month-long series of com-
munity events—from artist Paint-Outs to family nature-oriented scavenger hunts—that 
provide different ways to experience the beautiful natural areas in the watershed. Our vol-
unteer program has grown by leaps and bounds since we hired a Volunteer Coordinator in 
September 2009. In 2010, 800 volunteers dedicated more than 3,000 hours to the creek—
removing invasive weeds and planting and mulching native trees. That’s three times the 
number of volunteers we engaged in 2009! That level of stewardship, of personal investment 
has an impact not only on the health of the watershed, but in the value that people feel for 
Johnson Creek.    
	 There is a lot to celebrate about Johnson Creek, but it’s not the time to rest on our 
laurels. Many people still know little, if anything, about Johnson Creek. Johnson Creek 
Watershed is the most densely populated watershed in Oregon, and its population is grow-
ing and changing quickly. It’s becoming more diverse, ethnically, linguistically, and socio-
economically. We need to re-double our efforts to reach a greater number and broader 
diversity of watershed residents, particularly in the eastern parts of the watershed where 
the Council hasn’t had as active a presence as in the core urban areas.      
	 In 2011, we look forward to implementing a major salmon habitat project, placing 
logs and boulders instream where Johnson Creek meets the Willamette. The salmon, we 
hope, will continue to help us tell an inspiring story of Johnson Creek. It’s really up to us, 
though, as a Council and as a community to broadcast that and other stories, and to promote 
the value of Johnson Creek far and wide.      

Volunteer Program 
	 The volunteer program took off in 2010 
thanks to Volunteer and Outreach Coordina-
tor Amy Lodholz. Council volunteers served in 
one of three main roles: restoration, outreach 
or internships. In addition to the thousands of 
hours volunteers committed to restoration, they 
also helped with administrative tasks, research, 
tool maintenance, communications, grant writ-
ing, and outreach. Over 40 volunteers served 
more than 25 hours in 2010 and two volunteers 
earned a Presidential Service Award for contrib-
uting over 100 hours of service to the Council! 

Land Use
	 In 2010, the Council’s Land use Committee 
participated in many local planning processes, 
some of which recently came to fruition. The 
JCWC provided input to the City of Damascus’ 
Comprehensive Plan, which contains goals and 
policies and designates land uses to guide the 
City’s physical development. In December 2010, 
the Damascus City Council approved a Com-
prehensive Plan that strikes a balance between 
accommodating future growth and protecting 
Damascus’ rural character, clean water, and wild-
life. In May, 2011, Damascus residents will vote 
whether to affirm their City Council’s adoption of 
the Plan.
	 In 2010, the JCWC Land Use Committee also 
provided feedback on Portland’s Citywide Tree 
Project, a comprehensive overhaul of the City’s 
tree regulations, which the Portland City Coun-
cil adopted in April, 2011. In addition, the JCWC 
continues to track Gresham’s Urban Forestry 
Management Plan as well as Milwaukie’s Natural 
Resources Overlay Project. The Overlay Project is 
intended to comply with Metro’s Title 13 to pro-
tect and restore a continuous stream corridor and 
integrate upland wildlife habitat into the surround-
ing urban landscape.

JCWC Education Associate, Noah Jenkins, points out land-
marks to New Urban High School students at Powell Butte.

Rare freshwater mussels were found in the upper 
watershed. More monitoring will take place this year.

Salmon habitat restoration includes placing log jams and 
boulders in the creek, as well as adding native plants.

Jason C. Howard, Board Chair
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JCWC Staff, from left: Amy Lodholz, Erin O’Shaughnessy, 
Marty Urman, Matt Clark, Noah Jenkins, Robin Jenkinson


