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Within Your Reach
A publication of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council
reach: a) a portion of a stream or river b) an extent, esp. of knowledge or comprehension

An Oak’s Perspective:

Restoring the Johnson Creek–
Willamette River Confluence

Second Annual

Johnson Creek Days 
	

	 Held	 in	 September,	 Johnson	
Creek	 Days	 are	 a	 month-long	
series	 of	 diverse,	 fun	 and	 free	
events	that	encourages	residents	
to	 become	 aware	 of	 and	 take	
pride	 in	 Johnson	 Creek.	 These	

events	 help	 facilitate	 the	 understanding	 of	
how	a	healthy	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	im-
proves	the	quality	of	life	in	our	community.	
	 Johnson	Creek	Days	kicked	off	on	Au-
gust	27	with	the	Johnson Creek Clean Up.	
Over	 200	 volunteers	 helped	 remove	 trash	
from	 the	 creek	 this	 year!	 It	 is	 evident	 that	
real	progress	is	being	made	toward	a	cleaner	
waterway	when	the	total	amount	of	trash	re-
moved	has	decreased	 from	over	five	 tons	 in	
2010	to	three	and	half	tons	in	2011.
	 Special	 thanks	 goes	 to	 our	 event	 part-
ners:	 Overland	 Park	 Coalition,	 Clackamas	
County	 Water	 Environment	 Services,	 Port-
land	 Parks	 and	 Recreation,	 REI,	 North	
Clackamas	 Parks	 and	 Recreation,	 Green	
Lents,	 Fred	 Meyer	 Foundation,	 Recology,	
and	Umpqua	Bank.	

	 The	 natural	 beauty	 of	 Johnson	 Creek	
was	 celebrated	 during	 Johnson	 Creek	 Days	
through	a	series	of	plein	air	Paint Outs	that	
culminated	in	the	Johnson Creek Art Show 
held	 at	 Spring	Creek	Coffee	House. Seven-
teen	artists	exhibited	over	30	pieces	of	work.	
Thanks	 to	 Art	 Media,	 ArtHeads	 Framing,	
Johnson	Creek	Brass	Band	and	Spring	Creek	
Coffee	House	for	sponsoring	the	Paint	Outs	
and	hosting	the	show.	

By Robin Jenkinson, 
JCWC Restoration Coordinator

	 A	200-year-old	Oregon	White	
Oak	 grows	 on	 the	 bedrock	 bluff	
where	 Johnson	 Creek	 flows	 into	
the	Willamette	River	in	Milwaukie,	
Oregon.	When	this	acorn	sprouted,	
beaver	 were	 already	 locally	 extinct	
and	many	riverside	 forests	cut.	The	
rattle	of	streetcars	on	rails	shook	its	
roots	starting	in	the	early	1890’s,	and	
businesses	and	homes	were	built	around	it.	After	
centuries	of	impacts	to	the	natural	environment,	
people	 began	 actively	 restoring	 this	 confluence	
area	20	leaf-falls	ago,	which	includes	the	quarter-
mile	of	Johnson	Creek	that	flows	through	a	six	
acre	ravine.		
	 To	 start	 the	 restoration,	 the	 Klein	 fam-
ily	 stewarded	 the	 land	 and	placed	 a	 conserva-
tion	easement	on	their	portion	of	the	forested	
ravine	 (including	 Klein	 Point,	
where	 our	 Oak	 stands	 tall).	 An	
old	house	was	removed	from	the	
floodplain	and	the	ODS	Compa-
nies	 renovated	 their	 building	 to	
LEED	certification	standards.	The	
Watershed	Council,	ODS	Compa-
nies	and	others	organized	garbage	
clean-ups,	 held	 weeding	 parties,	
and	 planted	 thousands	 of	 diverse	
native	trees	and	shrubs.	The	beavers	
moved	back	 in	 and	Bald	 eagles	 swooped,	
chasing	osprey,	their	talons	clinging	to	sil-
very	fish.	
			 And,	 we’re	 happy	 to	 announce	 that	
this	year,	we’ve	 taken	another	huge	step	
closer	 towards	 ecological	 recovery.	 The	
Council	and	partners	placed	150	logs	in	
Johnson	 Creek	 to	 enhance	 habitat	 for	
threatened	 coho,	 chinook,	 and	 steel-
head.	 In	 addition,	 we	 constructed	 a	
riffle	 that	 provides	 year-round	 fish	 passage	 over	
an	exposed	sewer	pipe.	
		 To	make	a	lasting	difference,	we	must	sustain	
our	efforts	and	take	a	long-term	perspective	like	
the	Oregon	Oak,	which	can	live	up	to	500	years.	
Aggressive	clematis,	ivy,	and	blackberry	are	grow-

Secured logs 
are stacked 
around wood 
pilings in the 
gravel at the 
mouth of the 
creek.

The 
cool 
water from 
Johnson 
Creek 
creates 
habitat for 
juvenile 
salmon 
and trout.

The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was 
preceded by a parade to the Oak tree.

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 3

Oregon’s US Senator Jeff Merkley helped collect 
garbage from Johnson Creek.
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JOHNSON CREEK SCIENCE 101: MACROINVERTEBRATES

Investigating Instream Health 
Using Macroinvertebrates

ing	over	the	native	trees	and	shrubs	planted	
a	decade	ago.	So	this	winter,	we’ll	organize	
weed	 removal	 and	 planting	 events;	 next	
summer,	 we’ll	 host	 another	 garbage	 clean-
up.	Tours	will	help	people	spread	this	work	
elsewhere	(three	national	professional	societ-
ies	are	including	the	site	in	their	conference	
tours	 in	2012).	The	City	of	Milwaukie	will	
construct	 an	 interpretive	 overlook	 in	 the	
shade	 of	 the	 Oak	 tree	 on	 the	 bluff,	 which	
will	pay	tribute	to	the	history	of	the	place	and	
describe	our	ecological	goals	 for	 recovering	
Johnson	Creek.		
	 In	 another	 100	 years,	 the	 Oak	 might	
see	cedars	rising	from	under	maple	canopies	
warbling	 with	 birdsong.	 Cottonwoods	 will	
surge	tall	and	fall	into	the	creek,	adding	more	
habitat	 for	 growing	 fish	 populations.	 And,	
generations	of	students	will	clamber	through	
the	 forests,	measure	progress,	 and	continue	
to	learn	how	we	can	further	enhance	habitat	
and	be	resilient	to	the	changes	to	come.		

THANK YOU

To the landowners:	Most	of	all,	Gary	and	Sha-
ron	Klein	who	have	shepherded	this	project	from	
concept	to	reality,	the	ODS	Companies	for	their	
steadfast	support,	and	the	City	of	Milwaukie	for	
their	commitment	and	assistance.

To the volunteers:	 Yarrow	 Murphy,	 Marvin	
Smith,	Sarah	Ferguson,	Matt	Wood,	Erin	Oost	
JCWC	 Board	 members	 Bob	 Sanders,	 Rick	 At-
tanasio	 and	 Perry	 Rikli,	 New	 Urban	 School,	
Clackamas	 Web	 Academy,	 Portland	 Waldorf	
School,	ODS	employees	and	many	other	groups	
who	 have	 stewarded	 this	 site	 over	 the	 past	 de-
cade.	

For donating logs and boulders: PGE,	 City	
of	 Portland	 Parks	 and	 Recreation,	 Office	 of	
Healthy	 Working	 Rivers,	 and	 Bureau	 of	 Envi-
ronmental	 Services,	 Willamette	 Sailing	 Club,	
Multnomah	 County	 Roads,	 and	 City	 of	 Mil-
waukie	Operations.	

For funding: Oregon	 Watershed	 Enhance-
ment	Board	(OWEB),	The	Nature	Conservancy,	
PGE,	FishAmerica	Foundation,	NOAA	Restora-
tion	Center,	River	Network,	MillerCoors,	Jubitz	
Family	Foundation,	and	Metro	Nature	in	Neigh-
borhoods	Program.	

Gary Klein shepherded the project 
from concept to reality.

Confluence
Continued from page 1

By Roy Iwai, Water Resources Specialist, Multnomah County Road Services

 If	 you	 want	 to	 know	 how	 healthy	 a	
stream	 is,	 there	 are	many	different	ways	 to	
investigate.	You	could	start	by	looking	at	the	
physical	 habitat	 and	 note	 if	 there	 are	 trees	
and	 shrubs	on	 the	 stream	bank	and	a	vari-
ety	of	pools	and	riffles	instream.	You	might	
consider	water	quality	and	determine	if	con-
ditions	 such	as	 temperature	and	amount	of	
dissolved	oxygen	are	right	
to	 support	 life.	 One	 way	
we	 recently	 explored	 this	
question	was	by	looking	at	
the	kind	of	benthic	macro-
invertebrates	 we	 found	 in	
the	stream.	“Benthic	mac-
roinvertebrates”	 means	
“bottom-dwelling	 ani-
mals-without-backbones	
that	 we	 can	 see	 with	 the	
naked	 eye.”	 It’s	 a	 term	
that	 scientists	 use	 to	 re-
fer	to	the	“bugs”	that	live	
in	 streams.	 I’ll	 use	 both	
terms	in	this	article.		
	 Stream	 macroinvertebrates	 come	 in	 all	
shapes	and	sizes,	and	all	are	sensitive	to	con-
ditions	 in	 the	 water,	 and	 the	 environment	
around	the	stream.		Some	are	more	sensitive	
than	others.	Some	examples	include	worms,	
snails,	 and	 the	 aquatic	 larvae	 of	 terrestrial	
(land-based)	insects	such	as	mayflies	or	cad-
disflies.	We	even	include	animals	like	crayfish	
and	clams	for	this	investigation.		
	 Macroinvertebrates	 are	 useful	 to	 study	
because	each	species	has	a	unique	tolerance	
for	 temperature,	 sediment	 condition,	 and	
pollution.	They	 can	 also	be	 categorized	by	
preferred	 feeding	 habits,	 and	 their	 relative	
abundance.	There	will	be	 a	different	 set	of	
macroinvertebrates	 for	 each	 different	 set	 of	
conditions.	 In	 other	 words,	 different	 kinds	
of	bugs	live	in	streams	in	urban	areas	with	no	
trees	and	lots	of	stormwater	than	live	in	small	
headwater	streams	with	lots	of	surrounding	
forest.	With	 the	 variety	 of	 bugs	we	find	 in	
the	stream,	we	can	measure	how	healthy	(or	
how	impacted)	a	stream	reach	is.	Fish	diversi-
ty	can	be	used	to	measure	stream	health	too,	
but	 there	 are	many	 advantages	 to	 studying	
stream	bugs.	They	don’t	move	much	in	the	
stream,	they	are	very	sensitive	to	the	condi-
tions	where	they	live,	and	they	are	a	lot	easier	
to	catch!
	 Beginning	 in	2009,	 staff	 from	the	dif-
ferent	local	jurisdictions	got	together	to	de-
velop	 a	 program	 to	 investigate	 macroinver-

tebrates	 watershed-wide.	 Each	 summer,	 we	
collect	 samples	 from	 a	 variety	 of	 areas	 that	
are	 representative	 of	 the	 stream	 reaches	 in	
Johnson	 Creek	 and	 its	 tributaries,	 and	 we	
have	the	bugs	identified	down	to	the	family,	
genus	and	species	by	a	professional	entomol-
ogist	(a	scientist	who	studies	bugs).		
	 We	found	that	the	total	number	of	dif-

ferent	 species	 varies	 sig-
nificantly	 across	 the	 wa-
tershed,	 from	 over	 sixty	
different	 species	 found	
in	 the	 forested	 headwa-
ter	 areas	 of	 Kelley	 Creek,	
down	 to	 less	 than	 twenty	
species	in	some	reaches	of	
the	 Johnson	 Creek	 main-
stem.	The	number	of	sen-
sitive	 species	 decreases	 as	
the	 level	 of	 urbanization	
increases,	and	the	amount	
of	 vegetation	 decreases.	
These	 conclusions	 aren’t	
surprising,	 and	 they	 mir-

ror	 other	 studies	 in	 Oregon,	 Washington,	
and	across	the	nation.
	 What	is	interesting,	however,	is	to	learn	
that	there	are	sensitive	macroinvertebrates	in	
some	 headwater	 reaches	 of	 Johnson	 Creek	
tributaries.	These	bugs	can	colonize	in	other	
parts	of	the	watershed,	if	conditions	improve.	
We	also	note	that	some	urban	areas	have	bug	
scores	 higher	 than	 others.	 This	 means	 that	
there	 are	 mitigating	 factors	 that	 may	 allow	
us	to	live	in	cities	and	have	healthy	streams.		
Strategies	 like	 increasing	 tree	cover	and	na-
tive	 vegetation	 all	 over	 the	 watershed	 (not	
just	the	stream	banks),	increasing	stormwater	
treatment	(or	reducing	the	amount	of	pave-
ment	that	produces	stormwater	runoff),	and	
reducing	chemical	use	and	runoff,	are	viable	
solutions	that	can	incrementally	improve	the	
health	of	bugs	in	the	stream.		
	 With	more	bug	data	and	more	improve-
ments	 in	 the	watershed,	 it	 is	our	hope	 that	
we	 can	 continue	 to	 measure	 the	 improve-
ments	in	stream	health	and	learn	how	to	bet-
ter	manage	the	watershed.	While	the	stream	
bugs	now	indicate	a	high	level	of	watershed	
disturbance,	 the	 stream	 can	 recover	 with	
sustained	efforts	by	the	people	who	live	and	
work	in	the	watershed.
	 More	 information	 on	 stream	 macroin-
vertebrates	will	be	included	in	the	forthcom-
ing	2012	Johnson	Creek	-	State	of	the	Water-
shed	report	due	out	in	May,	2012.	

“Benthic 
macroinvertebrates” 

means 
“bottom-dwelling 

animals-
without-backbones 

that we can see 
with the naked eye.”
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	 The	 First	 Friday	 art	 reception	 also	 in-
cluded	 a	 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony	 to	
toast	 the	 completed	 construction	 of	 the	
confluence	project	at	the	mouth	of	Johnson	
Creek.	Thanks	to	Nancy	Peirce’s	class	at	the	
Portland	Waldorf	School	who	helped	lead	the	
80	celebrants	from	the	Art	Show	to	the	Con-
fluence	project.
	 The	Children’s Discovery Carnival was	
a	 family	 event	 during	 Johnson	 Creek	 Days.	
Children	 constructed	 bird	 feeders,	 nature	
journals	 and	 sedum	 gardens	 all	 made	 with	
recycled	 materials.	 Thanks	 to	 our	 partners	
who	contributed	activities:	Metro,	the	City	of	
Portland,	artist	John	Brandsberg,	Leach	Bo-
tanical	Gardens	and	the	Crystal	Springs	Com-
munity	Collaborative.
	 Other	 events	 included	 a	 bike tour of 
rain gardens in	 Gresham,	 group running 
events,	 a	 geo-cache,	 a	 poker-themed bike 
ride	and	a	freshwater mussel survey.	
	 Johnson	Creek	Days	was	spearheaded	by	
a	group	of	volunteers	who	formed	the	John-
son	Creek	Days	Event	Committee.	They	met	
monthly	to	brainstorm	the	most	ideal	events	
to	 reach	 more	 of	 the	 community.	 Want	 to	
contribute	to	this	committee?	The	first	meet-
ing	is	January	18	from	6-8pm.	Email	Amy	at	
amy@jcwc.org	for	more	information.	

	 I	 want	 to	 begin	 by	 thanking	 the	 many	
people	 who	 generously	 supported	 JCWC	
over	 the	 past	 months,	 both	 financially	 and	
with	your	time	and	skills.	More	than	140	peo-
ple	gave	during	our	Summer	Appeal,	which	
ended	 in	 September.	 With	 your	 support,	
matched	 by	 donations	 from	 the	 Mintkeski	
Family	 Fund	 of	 the	 Oregon	 Community	
Foundation	and	ODS	Companies,	we	raised	
over	$30,000	for	Johnson	Creek.
	 Our	volunteer	program	is	stronger	than	
ever,	 touching	 all	 of	 our	 programs	 and	 in-
creasing	 our	 capacity	 at	 all	 organizational	
levels.	 Our	 Event	 Committee	 planned	 and	
produced	a	series	of	successful	Johnson	Creek	
Days	 events	 in	 September.	 Dozens	 of	 adult	
and	 student	 volunteers	 participated	 in	 this	
summer’s	freshwater	mussel	surveys,	contrib-
uting	to	our	 increased	understanding	of	 the	
age	classes	and	spatial	distribution	of	the	mus-
sel	populations	in	Johnson	Creek	Watershed.	
Our	restoration	volunteers	continue	to	stew-
ard	the	many	natural	areas	that	make	Johnson	
Creek	Watershed	special.
	 JCWC	 just	 finished	 a	 strategic	 plan,	
which	will	 guide	us	over	 the	next	five	 years	
and	beyond.	A	recurring	theme	as	the	board	
and	staff	developed	the	plan	was	a	sense	that	
JCWC	 is	 poised	 to	 move	 to	 a	 new	 level	 of	
impact	and	achievement,	with	expanded	and	
more	 integrated	 programs.	 One	 of	 the	 rea-

Support Johnson Creek–Become a FriendThinking Ahead:

Planned Giving
	
	 The	end	of	the	year	is	an	excellent	time	
to	 consider	 a	 donation	 to	 Johnson	 Creek	
Watershed	 Council.	 While	 JCWC	 is	 always	
pleased	to	accept	cash	gifts,	there	are	a	num-
ber	of	options	to	consider.	You	might	want	to	
consider	donating	other	assets.	
	 For	 example,	 gifts	 to	 charitable	 orga-
nizations	 can	 include	 bequests,	 appreciated	
stocks	or	other	securities,	personal	property,	
or	 real	 estate.	 These	 types	 of	 in-kind	 gifts	
make	 no	 impact	 on	 your	 cash	 flow	 during	
your	 lifetime,	can	relieve	you	of	 the	burden	
of	managing	property,	and	help	reduce	your	
assets	and	taxes	in	the	future.	
	 JCWC	can	be	named	as	a	beneficiary	on	
your	life	insurance	policy	or	retirement	fund.		
Funding	a	charitable	gift	annuity	or	creating	
a	charitable	remainder	trust	can	provide	you	a	
fixed,	regular	income	for	the	rest	of	your	life.	
	 There	 are	 many	 ways	 to	 give	 that	 cost	
you	 nothing	 during	 your	 lifetime,	 reduce	
your	capital	gains,	save	on	federal	estate	tax,	
and	 provide	 JCWC	 with	 valuable	 capital	 to	
help	us	accomplish	our	mission.	If	you	have	
questions	about	planned	giving,	please	con-
tact	 JCWC	 Executive	 Director	 Matt	 Clark	
at	 503-652-7477.	Also	 consult	 an	 attorney,	
CPA	or	financial	advisor.	

Watercolorist, Kathy Allegri demonstrated 
her art techniques at the Brookside Paint Out.

Mussel sampling volunteers discovered fresh-
water mussels were abundant at Ambleside.

“Summer Haze” by Stephanie Cissna from 
the Powell Butte Paint Out.

Kids enjoyed making bird feeders at the Chil-
dren’s Discovery Carnival in Sellwood Park.

Johnson Creek Days
Continued from page 1

sons	we’re	prepared	to	make	this	jump	is	be-
cause	of	the	tremendous	community	support	
we	 receive.	We	appreciate	 it	greatly,	 and	we	
need	it	to	continue	if	we	are	to	realize	the	am-
bitious	goals	laid	out	in	our	strategic	plan.	I	
am	asking	you,	if	you	didn’t	have	a	chance	to	
give	during	our	Summer	Appeal,	to	become 
or renew as a Friend of Johnson Creek	
during	our	year-end	membership	campaign.
	 You’ll	find	an	envelope	enclosed	in	this	
newsletter.	 I	 encourage	 you	 to	 mail your 
tax-deductible donation today.	 In	 early	
December,	 JCWC	volunteers	will	 be	 calling	
to	 remind	you	about	our	membership	cam-
paign.
	 We	know	that	not	everyone	has	the	re-
sources	 to	contribute	financially,	particularly	
as	our	 state	 and	our	 country’s	difficult	 eco-
nomic	 times	 continue.	 Your	 time	 and	 skills	
are	as	appreciated	and	valuable	as	your	finan-
cial	 contributions.	 Please	 contact	 JCWC’s	
Volunteer	 and	 Outreach	 Coordinator,	 Amy	
Lodholz	at	amy@jcwc.org	to	 learn	how	you	
can	 get	 involved.	 Together	 we	 can	 ensure	
that	the	Council	has	the	resources	we	need	to	
achieve	our	goals	for	watershed	health.

Matt	Clark
Executive	Director,	JCWC
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Business, Foundation, 
NGO and Government
Ace	Hardware
Atiyeh	Brothers
Brown	and	Caldwell
Cargill	Bakery
City	of	Gresham
City	of	Milwaukie
City	of	Portland	Bureau	of
	 Environmental	Services
City	of	Portland,	Office	of	Healthy		
	 Working	Rivers
Clackamas	County	Soil	and	Water	
	 Conservation	District
Clackamas	County	Water	
	 Environment	Services
Columbia	Sportswear
EarthShare	of	Oregon
East	Multnomah	Soil	and	Water	
	 Conservation	District
ESRI
FishAmerica	Foundation/NOAA
Fred	Meyer	Foundation
Hopworks	Urban	Brewery
Jameson	Partners	LLC,	
	 dba	Freeway	Land	II
Jubitz	Family	Foundation
McFarlane’s	Bark	
Metro	Nature	in	Neighborhoods
Meyer	Memorial	Trust
Microsoft
Milwaukie	Bowl
Multnomah	County
National	Wholesale	Printers
Network	of	Oregon	Watershed	Councils
North	Clackamas	Parks	and	Recreation
NW	Flyfishing	Outfitters
ODS	Companies
Oregon	Department	of	Agriculture
Oregon	Watershed	Enhancement	Board
Oregon	Worsted
Overland	Park	Coalition
PCC	Structurals
Portland	General	Electric
Portland	Parks	and	Recreation
RBC	Blue	Water	Project
Recology
REI
River	Network/MillerCoors	
Schondecken	Coffee	Roasters
Sellwood	Dog	Supply
Mintkeski	Family	Fund	of	the	Oregon		
	 Community	Foundation
The	Nature	Conservancy
The	Standard
Tidee	Didee	Diaper	Service
Umpqua	Bank
Vigil	Agrimis
WHH	Foundation
Willamette	Sailing	Club

Individual Donors
Cliff	and	Nicole	Alexander
Katya	Amato
Barbara	Amen
Roger	Amey
Margaret	Anderson
Michael	Anderson	and	Lori	Shippy
Karl	Arruda	and	Laura	Raymond
David	Linn	Aschenbrenner
Chelsea	Athing
Rick	Attanasio
Stephen	R.	Bachhuber
Jean	Baker
Anthony	Barbera
Darius	Barnes
Tom	and	Judy	Barnes
Lisa	Batey

Quintin	Bauer
Jerome	Beck	and	Dominique	Lampert	
Janice	Belknap
Steve	Bennett
Steven	Berliner
Jon	Biemer	and	Willow	Sage	Dixon
Ruth	Blackburn
Sam	and	Adriane	Blackman
Chris	Blattner
Andrew	and	Diane	Bogenhagen
Diane	Boly–In	memory	of	her	cousin		
	 Harriet	Wilson
Casey	Bradley
Paul	and	Nancy	Bragdon
Julia	Braun
Wendy	Buchanan
Patti	Bucher
Matt	Burke	and	Jill	Fuglister
Kim	Burley
Les	Bush	and	Ann	Krier
Michelle	Bussard
Gracie	Campbell
Lynne	Campbell
Jennifer	Card
Donald	and	Billie	Carlson
Ron	and	Patty	Cascisa
Elmer	C.	Case
Anthony	Cast
Joseph	and	Andrea	Castillo
Julie	Chapman
Nancy	Chapman
Catalina	S.	Choi
Stephanie	Cissna
Tom	Christ	and	Mary	Kyle	McCurdy
Ed	Clark	and	Janet	Roberts
Brinton	Clark	and	Craig	Hubbard
Matt	Clark	and	Abby	Sarmac
Robin	and	Donna	Cody
Ralph	Coleman
Marianne	Colgrove
Carlotta	Collette
Bruce	and	Patricia	Conrad
Jim	Cooke
Tim	and	Leesa	Cooper
Lisa	Cosgrove
Kathy	Cox
John	Davis
Lee	Dayfield
Liesl	and	Casey	Deck
Rebecca	and	Dan	Dehen
Lola	Dennis
Jerry	and	Dorothy	Palmer
Kevin	Downing
Jim	and	Mary	Dryden
Kevin	Duff
Thomas	and	Nannette	Edwards
Daniel	Bartosz	and	Erin	S.	Kourtes
Kaethe	Fachtmann-Flack
Keith	Falkenberg
Joyce	Felton
Sarah	Ferguson
Scott	Fernandez
Nancy	Finch
Denisse	Fisher
Douglas	Fix
Ernestine	and	David	Francisco
Tyler	Franzen
Amanda	and	Steven	Fritz
Bonnie	Garlan
Nicholas	Gianopoulos
Roger	Goldingay	and	Carol	Otis
Anna	Goldrich	and	Jim	Middaugh
Dave	Green
David	and	Terry	Griffiths
Thomas	and	Karen	Gritzka
Renee	Hackenmiller-Paradis
Teresa	Hall
Nancy	Harris
Trent	Hatfield
Bobby	Hayden
Marilyn	Hays

JoAnn	Herrigel	and	George	Tylinski		
Molly	Herzig
Tara	and	Jason	Hieggelke
Deborah	and	Karl	Hofmann
Dave	Hollander
Diane	and	Stanley	Howard
Jason	Howard
Gayle	Hoybook
Charles	Hudson
Christina	Huntsinger
Marlene	Huntsinger
Teresa	Huntsinger
Nick	and	Carly	Itami
Craig	Iverson
Noah	Jenkins
Nancy	Jesuale
Gordon	Joachim
Betty	Johnson
Marie	Johnson
Steve	Johnson
Martha	Jones
Michael	Jones
Molly	Jones
Mary	Anne	Joyce
Jon	and	Jan	Kellogg–In	celebration	
	 of	Marty	and	Perry's	union	
Brett	Kelver
Michael	and	Eve	Kenyon
Ed	Kerns
Jess	Kimball
Mary	King
Gary	and	Sharon	Klein
Arden	and	Joyce	Knepper
Steve	Knepper
Nancy	Kraemer
Jim	Labbe
Leslie	Labbe
Dan	Laffitte
Logan	Lauvray
Christina	Lawton
Andrea	Leal
Gary	and	Mary	Leaverton
Karl	Lee	and	Roberta	Jortner
Don	Liedel
Torrey	and	Angela	Lindbo
Jeff	Locke
Amy	Lodholz
Gail	Lodholz
Kevin	Loftus
Bruce	MacGregor
Colleen	Magleby
Russ	Mantifel
Sionainn	Marcoux
Dean	and	Deb	Marriott
Lora	Martin
Tim	Martin–	Dedicated	to	
	 Joe	McAlester
Annette	Mattson
Celeste	Mazzacano	and	Denise	Searles
John	and	Nancy	McCormick
Cory	McAlister
Sara	McAlister
Bill	McCandless
Melanie	McCandless
Soma	McCandless
Bill	R	McCracken
Marla	McNary	and	Robert	Bailey
Martha	Mealy
Adam	Menendez
Yolanda	Meno
Bayard	Mentrum
John	Mercer
Gary	Michael	and	Carolyn	Tomei
Jennifer	Miller
Charles	Moore
Nadine	Morris
John	and	Christina	Mullooly
Sam	Murray
Richard	Myers
John	and	Joyce	Nagy
Cynthia	Nawalinski

Alice	and	Navin	Nayak
Marianne	Nelson
Priscilla	Nelson
Noelwah	R.	Netusil
Robert	Neyer
Dan	Olberding
Kitty	O'Meara
Kathy	Parker
Patricia	Pearson
Don	H.	Pedersen
Dan	Pence	and	Sandy	Shotwell
Zachariah	Perry
Marilyn	Pitts
Judith	E.	Potts
David	and	Elaine	Prause
Colin	Price
Laura	Raymond
Charles	Redding
Mary	Renfrow
Jeanne	Richardson
Matt	Rinker	and	Lisa	Gunion-Rinker
Sean	Rivers
Linda	Robinson
Gail	Lee	Roudebush
Erik	Rudin
Sue	Ruonala
Ellen	Ryker
Robert	and	Gail	Sanders
Catherine	Schaeffer
David	Scharfenberg
Robert	and	Mary	Ann	Schmidt
Jill	Schwie	and	David	Jursik
Linda	Setchfield
Gail	Shaloum
Dr.	Timothy	Shannon
Dale	Shetler
Traci	Shields
Rosemary	K.	Shiolas
Judy	and	Bob	Shiprack
Maggie	Skenderian	and	John	Schuberg
Steve	Smith	and	Kelsey	Wirtzfeld
Lee	Spiker
Dr.	Paul	Stassi
Russ	Stoll
Adam	Stonewall
George	and	Martha	Taylor
Sylvan	Thompson
Ann	Torres
Jeff	Tracy
Jill	Tucker
James	Unterspan
Marty	Urman	and	Perry	Rikli
Gerard	and	Rita	Van	Deene
Lynn	Vanderkamp
Marcia	Vanderschaaf
Jane	VanDyke
Deanne	Vegge
Dr.	Larry	and	Linda	Veltman
Alice	and	Dick	Vetter
Ann	Villarqui
Pamela	Vohnson
Nancy	Walsh
Geri	Weiner
David	Allen	Weiss	and	Debra	Rose-Weiss
Bart	and	Susan	Wilson
Suzie	Wolfer–In	memory	of	her	mother	
	 LeNore	Wolfer
Dolores	and	Ernest	Wood
Owen	Wozniak
Vanessa	Yazicigil
Todd	and	Beth	Zilbert

JCWC Gratefully Acknowledges Our Generous Donors
October 1, 2010-September 30, 2011
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	 October	marks	completion	of	Phase	1	of	
the	East	Lents	Floodplain	Restoration	Proj-
ect,	located	on	a	70-acre	site	south	of	Foster	
Road	between	SE	106th	and	112th	Avenues.	
Portland	Bureau	of	Environmental	Services	
is	 leading	 the	 project,	 funded	 in	 part	 by	 a	
$2.7	million	FEMA	Pre-disaster	Mitigation	
Grant.	 Phase	 2	 and	 project	 completion	 is	
scheduled	for	fall	2012.
	 Because	 Johnson	 Creek’s	 floodplain	 is	
wide	 and	 flat,	 large	 areas	 to	 the	 north	 are	
impacted	 when	 the	 creek	 tops	 its	 banks.	
Currently,	 Johnson	 Creek	 floods	 about	 ev-
ery	other	year,	affecting	local	residents,	busi-
ness	 people	 and	 commuters	 who	 make	 up	
to		25,000	daily	trips	on	Foster	Road.	When	
completed,	the	East	Lents	project	is	expected	
to	cut	flood	frequency	in	half.
	 To	accomplish	this,	Environmental	Ser-
vices	purchased	54	acres	of	land	and	helped	
60	property	owners	move	outside	the	flood	
area.	The	project	will:
	 •	Reshape	the	banks	of	Johnson	Creek,
	 •	 Remove	 three	 bridges	 and	 parts	 of	
three	roads	to	widen	the	stream	channel	and	
restore	floodplain,
	 •	Expand	the	floodplain	and	reconnect	
it	to	the	creek,	and
	 •	Revegetate	the	site	with	about	70,000	
native	trees	and	other	plants.
	 In	 addition	 to	 reducing	 flooding,	 the	
project	 will	 improve	 water	 quality,	 and	 en-
hance	habitat	for	fish	and	other	wildlife.
	 Decades	ago,	Johnson	Creek	had	plenti-
ful	populations	of	salmon	and	trout.	Though	

fewer	 fish	 live	 in	 the	 creek	 today,	 Johnson	
Creek	is	still	home	to	several	native	fish	spe-
cies.	Fish	salvages,	conducted	as	part	of	the	
East	 Lents	 project,	 collected	 and	 relocated	
1,685	native	fish.	Of	these,	9	Coho	salmon,	
14	 steelhead	 trout	 and	 12	 cutthroat	 trout	
were	recovered.
	 The	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	Council	
supports	 the	East	Lents	project	 through	 its	
invasive	weed	control	efforts	on	and	near	the	
project.	 In	 2007-2009,	 JCWC	 treated	 over	
5,000	knotweed	stems,	a	quarter	acre	of	gar-
lic	mustard	and	50	 square	meters	of	 yellow	
flag	iris	 in	the	area.	The	JCWC	is	currently	
working	with	owners	of	the	Freeway	Lands	
Company	 site,	who	 are	 funding	 restoration	
of	300	meters	of	stream	on	their	property.	To	
date,	JCWC	has	treated	knotweed,	an	acre	of	
reed	canary	grass	 and	a	 substantial	 amount	
of	blackberry.	This	winter,	the	Council	will	
plant	 two	 acres	 with	 6,000-7,000	 native	
plants.
	 For	 decades,	 local,	 state	 and	 federal	
agencies	 have	 worked	 to	 reduce	 damaging	
floods	 along	 Johnson	Creek.	 In	 the	1930s,	
the	Works	Progress	Administration	attempt-
ed	to	stop	flooding	by	rock-lining	the	creek.	
In	1964,	after	the	largest	recorded	Johnson	
Creek	 flood	 damaged	 about	 1,200	 homes,	
the	 Soil	 Conservation	 Service,	 the	 Army	
Corps	 of	 Engineers,	 and	 the	 Metropolitan	
Service	District	(Metro)	explored	ways	to	re-
duce	 frequent	flooding,	but	were	unable	 to	
find	an	approach	 that	garnered	 the	 support	
of	the	local	community.

	 In	1994,	Environmental	Services	began	
purchasing	 properties	 in	 Lents	 and	 three	
other	target	areas	through	its	Willing	Seller	
Program.	Since	2001,	these	efforts	have	been	
guided	 by	 the	 Johnson	 Creek	 Restoration	
Plan,	 which	 identifies	 restoration	 projects	
that	 together	 are	 expected	 to	 reduce	 dam-
aging	floods	to	an	average	of	once	every	10	
years.
	 Environmental	 Services	 continues	 to	
work	 in	 partnership	 with	 local,	 state	 and	
federal	agencies	to	improve	watershed	condi-
tions.	A	 joint	effort	with	Metro	and	North	
Clackamas	 Parks	 and	 Recreation,	 near	 Lu-
ther	 Road	 and	 82nd	 Avenue,	 is	 scheduled	
to	 begin	 in	 2013.	 It	 will	 restore	 floodplain	
and	 in-stream	 habitat	 while	 protecting	 an	
exposed	sewer	pipe.	The	Army	Corps	of	En-
gineers	is	estimated	to	begin	the	Springwater	
Wetlands	Project	in	2012	to	restore	and	re-
connect	wetland	habitat	 from	Beggars	Tick	
Marsh	to	Zenger	Farm.	Restoration	projects	
are	also	underway	on	Crystal	Springs.

East Lents Floodplain– 
Restoration at the Heart of the Watershed
By Marie Johnson, Portland Bureau of Environmental Services
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For	more	information	about	
Environmental	Services	Johnson	Creek	
Watershed	Restoration	Program,	visit:	
http://www.portlandonline.com/bes/
index.cfm?c=33213&

After the streambanks were 
contoured to provide more flood 
storage, they were stabilized with 
stepped soil wraps, which are lay-
ers of dirt wrapped in geotextile 
fabric. Logs with rootwads were 
installed to provide fish habitat 
in the stream. Areas disturbed by 
construction were seeded and then 
mulched with straw.
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NCRA Sanitary 
Sewers Benefit 
Watershed Health
By John Nagy, Clackamas County 
Water Environment Services
 
	 Public	 sewer	 service	 is	now	available	 in	
portions	of	the	North	Clackamas	Revitaliza-
tion	Area	(NCRA).	Clackamas	County	Water	
Environment	 Services,	 on	 behalf	 of	 Clacka-
mas	 County	 Service	 District	 No.	 1	 (CCSD	

#1)	has	completed	the	first	and	second	phases	
of	 construction	 on	 the	 sanitary	 sewer	 col-
lection	 system	 that	 will	 serve	 approximately	
970	customers	within	 the	CCSD	#1	 service	
area	of	the	NCRA.	These	properties	are	cur-
rently	 served	 by	 on-site	 wastewater	 disposal	
systems,	such	as	septic	systems	and	cesspools.	
Septic	systems	and	cesspools	can	be	a	source	
of	bacteria	and	other	pollutants	that	can	flow	
to	 Johnson	 Creek	 and	 impair	 water	 quality.	
While	these	systems	work	well	in	rural	areas,	
at	urban	densities	connecting	these	properties	
to	public	sanitary	sewer	systems	provides	the	
treatment	 necessary	 to	 improve	 and	 protect	
watershed	health.	
	 Property	 owners	 in	 the	 Phase	 1	 and	 2	
areas	who	are	ready	to	connect	to	the	public	
sewer	system	can	take	advantage	of	a	sanitary	
sewer	 system	 development	 charge	 (SDC)	
credit,	offered	 through	a	 cooperative	 agree-
ment	between	the	Clackamas	County	Devel-
opment	 Agency	 (CCDA)	 and	 CCSD	 #1.	 A	
limited	sewer	hook-up	grant	program	is	also	
available	to	those	who	qualify	through	a	sec-
ond	 cooperative	 agreement	 with	 Clackamas	
County	 Community	 Development,	 CCDA	
and	CCSD	#1.
	 Construction	of	Phase	 3	of	 the	NCRA	
sewer	project	is	expected	to	begin	in	Septem-
ber	2011	and	be	completed	by	summer	2012.	
Property	 owners	 will	 receive	 a	 notice	 from	
CCSD	 #1	 when	 service	 to	 their	 property	 is	
available.	
	 For	 more	 information,	 call	 Water	 En-
vironment	 Services	 at	 503-742-4567	 or	
http://www.riverhealth.org/north-clacka-
mas-revitalization-area-sanitary-sewers.

JCWC Board of Directors 
Approves Five-Year Strategic Plan

Formed in 2006, 
the North Clackamas 
Revitalization Area 

includes over 1000 acres 
in unincorporated 
Clackamas County.

Overview and Rationale for Planning
At	its	October	2011	board	meeting,	the	Board	of	Directors	approved	a	five-year	strategic	plan	
for	the	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	Council,	culminating	a	year-long	planning	process	and	set-
ting	an	ambitious	course	for	the	Council	to	move	to	a	new	level,	both	programmatically	and	
organizationally.	The	Council’s	previous	strategic	plan,	completed	in	2006,	focused	on	opera-
tional	and	governance	elements	that	were	critical	at	that	stage	of	our	organizational	develop-
ment.	Since	2006,	these	elements	have	become	a	matter	of	course	for	us	as	a	well-run	non-
profit.	We	are	ready	to	move	to	the	next	plateau,	developing	and	implementing	a	truly	holistic,	
science-based	approach	to	watershed	health.	The	new	Strategic	Plan	sets	out	the	detailed	goals	
and	objectives	and	processes	to	achieve	that.				

Summary of the Planning Process
In	January	2011,	after	interviewing	several	planning	consultants,	JCWC	hired	Pam	Mavrolas	
to	facilitate	our	plan	development.	We	formed	a	Strategic	Planning	Team	consisting	of	three	
staff	members	(including	JCWC	Executive	Director,	Matt	Clark)	and	three	board	members	
to	lead	the	planning	and	plan	implementation	process.	In	March,	the	Planning	Team	met	for	
an	all-day	“mini-retreat”	to	lay	a	foundation	and	set	the	context	for	planning.	After	the	mini-
retreat,	Pam	and	Matt	developed	an	Outreach	Plan	in	order	to	gather	information	from	key	
JCWC	stakeholders	about	the	environment	in	which	JCWC	operates.	As	part	of	the	Outreach	
Plan,	JCWC	board	and	staff	conducted	eighteen	one-on-one	interviews	and	three	discussion	
groups,	which	were	then	summarized	for	the	two-day	facilitated	planning	retreat	in	May	2011	
for	the	full	board	and	staff.	After	the	retreat,	the	Planning	Team	wrote	the	Plan.				

	
Key Strategic Directions	
Over	the	next	five	years,	JCWC	will	emphasize	a	number	of	key	strategies	(listed	below)	
that	both	continue	its	strong	programs	of	work	and	expand	those	programs	to	meet	new	
challenges	facing	the	watershed:		

A.	Continue	to	strategically	select	and	implement	as	well	as	facilitate	large	and	small-
scale	 restoration	 projects	 that	will	 improve	 ecological	 function	 and	 connect	 riparian,	
in-stream	and	upland	habitat	in	the	watershed.

B.	Lead	a	collaborative,	peer-reviewed	process	to	develop	a	comprehensive	and	realistic	
scientific	 framework	 for	 Johnson	Creek	Watershed	 that	guides	 the	actions	needed	 to	
achieve	desired	future	conditions	and	informs	as	to	the	amount	and	type	of	development	
the	Watershed	can	sustain	while	maintaining	key	ecological	functions.				

C.	Add	and	communicate	ecological,	economic,	and	recreational	value	that	broadens	
and	deepens	awareness	of	and	appreciation	for	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	by	local	resi-
dents	and	in	the	region	at	large.		

D.	Become	a	well-known,	trusted	presence	and	partner	in	the	upper	watershed.				

E.	Integrate	environmental	education	into	all	JCWC	programs	and	projects,	especially	
in	our	work	with	landowners.			

F.	Revitalize	the	JCWC	offices	to	enhance	and	communicate	JCWC’s	value	and	to	pro-
vide	a	popular	and	active	hub	for	community	meetings	and	celebrations,	environmental	
education,	and	collaborative	research	along	Johnson	Creek.			

G.	Increase	JCWC’s	capacity	and	 influence	 in	proactive	watershed	 land	use	policy	as	
guided	by	the	scientific	framework	discussed	in	strategic	direction	B	above.

H.	Grow	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	Council’s	financial	and	human	resources	to	increase	
as	well	as	to	highlight	our	organizational	stability	and	increase	our	capacity	to	partner	
with	key	stakeholder	organizations,	agencies,	institutions,	businesses	and	private	land-
owners	in	the	watershed	and	engage	volunteers	and	watershed	residents	in	our	current	
and	new	program	directions.		
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JCWC UPDATES...

Freshwater Mussel Surveys 
	 Continuing	a	partnership	with	the	Xerc-
es	Society	for	Invertebrate	Conservation,	the	
Johnson	 Creek	 Watershed	 Council	 sought	
to	learn	more	this	summer	about	the	native	
freshwater	mussels	found	in	Johnson	Creek.	
	 Freshwater	 mussels	 were	 surveyed	 by	
volunteers	 in	 four	 new	 locations	 this	 year	
–	 including	 the	 future	 site	 of	 the	 Johnson	
Creek	 light-rail	 station	 near	 SE	 Tacoma	
Street,	Gresham	Woods,	the	Bundy	Reserve	
and	Metro’s	Ambleside	property	in	Gresham.	
Volunteers	 learned	 about	 the	 biology	 and	
ecology	of	native	freshwater	mussels,	and	the	
many	ways	these	animals	benefit	water	quality	
and	fish	habitat.	Native	mussels	are	sensitive	
to	 pollution	 and	 disturbance,	 so	 exploring	
mussel	distribution	and	the	age	structure	of	
mussel	beds	provides	insight	on	the	biological	
conditions	of	Johnson	Creek.	Native	Western	
Pearl	Shell	mussels	were	found	in	two	stream	
reaches	surveyed.	
		 The	events	are	rare	opportunities	for	the	
general	 public	 to	 assist	 with	 field	 research.	
Participants	 received	 environmental	 educa-
tion	 about	 an	 important	 component	 of	 the	
stream	 biota	 which	 most	 people	 know	 very	
little	 about,	 and	 simply	 enjoyed	 Johnson	
Creek.
	 Thank	 you	 to	 the	 over	 90	 volunteers	
who	 contributed	 to	 the	 surveys	 this	 year!	
The	 statistics	 are	 currently	 being	 evaluated.		
JCWC	will	share	the	results	of	the	data	when	
they	are	available.	

Walt Mintkeski Receives 
Lifetime Conservation 
Achievement Award 
	 In	 recognition	of	his	 tireless	dedication	
to	Oregon’s	natural	 legacy,	founding	JCWC	
board	member,	Walt	Mintkeski	has	 received	
the	Oregon	Chapter	of	The	Nature	Conser-
vancy’s	 Lifetime	 Conservation	 Achievement	
Award.	 Accepting	 the	 award	 at	 an	 awards	
luncheon,	 Walt	 recounted	 how	 the	 original	
Earth	 Day	 in	 1970	 crystallized	 his	 lifelong	
love	of	water,	inspiring	him	to	dedicate	him-
self	 professionally	 and	 personally	 to	 con-
serving	 the	oceans,	bays,	 rivers,	and	streams	
that	he	cherishes.	Walt	also	highlighted	how	
important	 Johnson	 Creek	 has	 been	 to	 him	
throughout	his	adult	life,	as	a	place	where	he	
and	his	kids	explored,	and	as	a	place	to	which	
he	has	dedicated	so	many	volunteer	hours	to	
restoring.			
	 Congratulations,	 Walt,	 on	 this	 well-de-
served	recognition.	We	are	very	proud	of	you,	
and	appreciate	all	that	you’ve	done,	not	just	
for	Johnson	Creek,	but	for	all	of	this	beautiful	
state	we	call	home.		

JCWC Intern Profiles:
Caitlin Dobson,
Outreach Intern

	 Caitlin	 Dobson	
came	 to	 the	 Council	
this	 fall	 with	 a	 de-
gree	 in	 English	 from	
the	 University	 of	
West	 Georgia.	 Her	
long	 term	 plans	 are	
to	return	to	school	to	
pursue	 a	 career	 that	
would	 help	 improve	
the	 health	 of	 people	
and	the	environment.	
	 	

	 During	 her	 internship,	 Caitlin	 has	
worked	 to	 update	 JCWC’s	 database	 and	
helped	 with	 	 volunteer	 restoration	 events.	
She	has	worked	behind-the-scenes	on		pho-
tography,	 flyer	 distribution,	 and	 volunteer	
recruitment.	 Her	 flexibility	 and	 work	 ethic	
have	been	very	much	appreciated.
	 Caitlin	 enjoys	 reading,	 writing,	 draw-
ing,	biking,	dark	comedy,	road	trips	and	free	
ice	cream.

JCWC Presents Four 
Presidential Services Awards 
	 The	Johnson	Creek	Watershed	Council	
is	pleased	 to	honor	 four	volunteers	 in	2011	
with	 the	 Presidential	 Service	 Award.	 Event	
Committee	 Chair	 Nicole	 Alexander,	 Intern	
Shawn	 Brown,	 and	 Board	 Members	 Russ	
Mantifel	and	Torrey	Lindbo	have	all	contrib-
uted	100	hours	or	more	of	volunteer	service	
towards	 the	 Council’s	 mission.	 This	 award	
highlights	 their	 trail-blazing	 attitudes	 and	
dedication	 to	 the	 well-being	 of	 others	 and	
the	environment.	Congratulations!	JCWC	is	
proud	of	you	and	thankful	for	your	service.
	 The	Presidential	 Service	Award	was	 es-
tablished	 by	 the	 United	 States	 to	 recognize	
the	 valuable	 contributions	 volunteers	 are	
making	 in	 our	 communities	 and	 encourage	
more	people	to	serve.	This	award	is	a	way	to	
thank	 and	 honor	 those	 who,	 by	 their	 dem-
onstrated	 commitment	 and	example,	 inspire	
others	to	engage	in	volunteer	service.	
	 If	 you	 have	 questions	 about	 volunteer-
ing,	email	Amy	at	amy@jcwc.org.	

Shawn Brown,
Water Quality Intern
	 Shawn	 Brown	
jumped	 right	 in	 this	
summer	 by	 placing	
temperature	 loggers	
throughout	 the	 wa-
tershed.	In	addition	to	
managing	temperature	
data,	 he	 researched	
creative	approaches	to	
sharing	 new	 science	
about	Johnson	Creek.	
And	he’s	not	afraid	to	reach	out	or	get	dirty,	
helping	with	weeding,	mulching,	and	tabling	
at	Farmer’s	Markets.	
	 After	 graduating	 with	 a	 BS	 in	 Natural	
Resources	 in	 his	 home-state	 of	 Kentucky,	
he	worked	for	three	years	as	a	Water	Quality	
Technician.	In	college,	he	visited	coal	mining	
operations.	 “I	 saw	 many	 poor	 communities	
there	 despite	 the	 richness	 in	 resources	 and	
heard	accounts	of	poor	water	quality	in	wells	
that	have	been	used	for	generations,”	he	says.	
“I	have	been	working	to	ensure	that	people	
have	 access	 to	 clean	water	 and	help	prevent	
contamination	ever	since.”
	 Shawn	is	an	avid	gardener	and	a	co-own-
er	of	Four	Door	Farm	in	Southwest	Portland,	
which	this	year	produced	enough	surplus	to	
can	 tomato	 sauce,	 pickles,	 and	 blackberry	
preserves.	

Walt Mintkeski retrieves a scooter from the 
creek during the Johnson Creek Clean Up.
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Wanted: JCWC 
Conservation Registry Intern
	 Now	that	we’ve	created	an	online	cata-
logue	 of	 over	 250	 completed	 restoration	
projects	throughout	the	Johnson	Creek	Wa-
tershed	 (thank	 you	 Peregrine	 Edison-Lahm	
and	Sara	Ennis!),	we’re	looking	for	an	intern	
to	 help	 keep	 these	 case	 studies	 up-to-date.	
Duties	would	include	restoration	project	site	
visits,	 interviews	with	project	managers,	 and	
data	entry	at	jcwc.conservationregistry.org.	
	 Please	visit	our	website	www.jcwc.org	for	
more	information	about	the	position.	To	ap-
ply,	send	a	brief	email	cover	letter	with	your	
resume	attached	to	robin@jcwc.org
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Calendar of Events 
For details, visit our website: www.jcwc.org or call 503-652-7477

December 2011
Friends	of	Johnson	Creek	Campaign

Saturday, December 10
Volunteer Tree Planting.	Mitchell	Creek,	
9am-1pm.	RSVP	to	amy@jcwc.org.	

Monday, January 16
MLK Day Volunteer Event.	Butler	Creek	
Restoration	in	Gresham,	10-12pm.	RSVP	
to	amy@jcwc.org.	

Wednesday January, 18	
Johnson Creek Days Event Committee 
2012–Kick	Off	meeting.	JCWC	Head-
quarters,	6-8pm.	We	are	seeking	new	
committee	members	who	are	interested	in	
helping	plan	Johnson	Creek	Days	events.	
Email	amy@jcwc.org	for	details	or	to	at-
tend	the	meeting.

Sunday, February 12
JCWC Bowling Fundraiser. Milwaukie	
Bowl,	1-3pm.	Families	welcome!	Bowl-
ing	shoes,	two	games	and	raffle	included.	

Saturday, March 3
14th Annual Watershed Wide Event. 
10	sites, 9-12pm.	Join	other	volunteers	
to	restore	the	watershed,	rain	or	shine.	
Lunch	provided	after	the	restoration	
parties.	Groups	and	families	welcome!	
RSVP	to	amy@jcwc.org.	

Johnson Creek, a pastel 
by Milwaukie artist Gary Michael, 

received top honors as the Best in Show 
from the North Clackams Arts Guild.

This painting was displayed at the 
2010 Johnson Creek Art Show.

Pilot Salmon Survey In Progress

Photo Opp:
	 Here	are	some	impressive	pictures	of	the	
logs	 and	 boulders	 that	 were	 brought	 in	 to	
stabilize	the	land	at	the	confluence	of	John-
son	Creek	with	the	Willamette	River	this	fall.
	 Visit	Milwaukie’s	Waterfront	Park	to	see	
the	final	design	in	person.	Volunteers	will	be	
needed	to	fully	restore	the	riparian	areas	this	
winter.	Watch	for	volunteer	events.

	 The	Council	contacted	the	Oregon	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	(ODFW)	to	assist	in	
a	pilot	volunteer	project	to	get	more	data	on	the	spawning	coho	population	in	Johnson	Creek.	
We	wanted	to	make	sure	the	data	was	statistically	relevant	to	our	partners	and	be	sure	that	our	
surveyors	received	proper	training.
		 Coho	spawn	from	mid-October	through	mid-December.	Volunteers	go	out	 in	pairs	 to	
four	reaches	of	the	creek	looking	for	live	or	dead	coho.	None	have	been	seen	yet	but	this	pilot	
project	is	a	learning	experience	for	both	the	volunteers	and	the	Council.	In	2012	the	Council	
will	officially	launch	the	coho	spawning	volunteer	monitoring	project.
	 Over	30	volunteers	signed	up	to	participate.	An	orientation	was	held	at	the	beginning	of	
November.	Volunteers	survey	weekly	at	each	site	for	seven	weeks.


