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70 citizen scientists surveyed 
freshwater mussels 

50 citizen scientists 
conducted spawning surveys

Citizen scientists:
Volunteers partner with scientists to answer real-world questions
Our 2012 Annual Report focuses on citizen science, showcasing how our programs–
restoration, monitoring, volunteer engagement, and outreach–relate to and support one 
another. Public participation that yields both scientific and educational outcomes also 
helps us reach many of the goals of our five-year strategic plan: 
	 • Making sound science the basis of our work 
	 • Integrating environmental education into all of our projects and programs
	 • Engaging people of all ages and walks of life in stewardship activities
	 • Expanding appreciation for and awareness of Johnson Creek’s value

 
What freshwater mussel species 
live in Johnson Creek and where?
The past two summers, 70 citizen scientists trained 
by the Xerces Society surveyed six miles of Johnson 
Creek and tributaries. Despite the fact that native 
mussels are imperiled across North America, 
substantial numbers of native Western Pearlshell 
and Floater species were found. Unfortunately, 
surveyors also found invasive Asian clams, at low 
numbers in Johnson Creek, but abundant in Crystal 
Springs. Upper Johnson Creek has larger beds of 
native mussels, but urban reaches–like the huge 
beds of floaters found under I-205–have happily 
surprised us! Since native mussels can live over 100 
years, we’re working with partners to protect their 
strongholds. This project was funded by the Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB). 

Where and how far up Johnson Creek 
do coho salmon spawn?
For ten weekends this past fall, 50 citizen scien-
tists trained by the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW) and working in pairs surveyed 
four one-mile-long stream reaches. Their efforts 
resulted in official documentation of four adult wild 
coho in Johnson Creek. Two were female carcasses 
which had spawned; two were live fish swimming 
in Johnson Creek near Boring, Oregon. With funds 
from East Multnomah SWCD and ongoing assis-
tance from ODFW, Watershed Council staff and 
volunteers will conduct three more years of surveys, 
which will help us locate and possibly enhance 
important spawning areas.

Young volunteers count and measure Western 
Pearlshell mussels in Johnson Creek in Gresham
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Thanks to our many supporters 
who embrace and support our mission and programs 
January 1-December 31, 2012
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The mission of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council is to promote restoration and stewardship 
of a healthy Johnson Creek Watershed through sound science and community engagement.



45,000 native plants were installed 
in the Watershed. JCWC projects planted over 
25,000 plants and a group of eleven Americorps 
National Civilian Community Corp (NCCC)  
members installed 20,000 more plants.

385 volunteers planted 10,000 plants in three hours 
at the 14th annual Watershed Wide Event in March

1,100 volunteers participated with JCWC 
in 2012. 35 volunteers gave over 25 hours of time to 
the Council and seven earned Presidental Service 
Honors by giving over 100 hours of service.

35 volunteers each 
contributed over 25 hours

Our Americorps NCCC 
team planted 20,000 trees

Streamside Reforestation Strategy
We continued to work throughout the watershed, 
planting over 30 sites. In fall, 2012, our ripar-
ian reforestation program expanded to include 
full-time AmeriCorps member Jill Bonanno, who 
helped develop the strategy and write grant propos-
als to fund its implementation. Her work has paid 
off with secured funds for outreach, project design, 
and planting of 15 acres of new riparian forests in 
2013-2015, as well as follow-up weed control for 20 
past projects. 

MAX Station Salmon Habitat 
and Interpretive Boardwalk
In 2012, we completed the design of salmon 
habitat enhancements and an interpretive board-
walk at the Tacoma Street/Johnson Creek MAX 
station, opening in 2015. In December, our project 
received a big boost, winning $10,000, and garner-
ing a great deal of positive attention through a “Go 
Wild for Oregon Wildlife” contest. The salmon 
habitat structures and side-channel are now set 
for construction in summer 2013. For more infor-
mation about the project, visit http://jcwc.org/
jcwc-wins-a-10000-grant-from-oregon-wildlife-to-
improve-salmon-habitat

More Highlights of 2012

Volunteers:
Making a difference in the health of the watershed
Our volunteers are pillars that make JCWC the strong, dynamic organization we are. 
They magnify and extend our impact, helping us achieve our goal of a healthy Johnson 
Creek Watershed. The numbers show the power of our volunteers.   

Winter
Produced Martin Luther King Jr. event with 90 		
    volunteers in Gresham
Hired Conservation Registry interns
Completed Johnson Creek Land Acquisition Strategy
Planted 5,000 trees for CreekCare in upper Watershed

Spring
Hosted 14th Annual Watershed Wide Event
Launched new JCWC website
Published State of the Watershed Report 2012

Summer
Surveyed for freshwater mussels
Installed twelve temperature logging devices
Hosted Johnson Creek Paint-Outs and Photo Clinic
Teed up for the Inaugural Johnson Creek Charity 	
    Golf Classic
Coordinated bacteria source tracking study
Conducted macroinvertebrate sampling
Organized Johnson Creek Clean-Up

Fall
Launched Johnson Creek Science Talk series 
Celebrated third annual Johnson Creek Art Show
Hired Americorps Riparian Technician
Installed 11,000 plants for CreekCare sites

14 new landowners enrolled 
in the CreekCare program
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In 2012

 Upper Watershed Improvements:
SE 307th and Orient in 2009
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Financial Position
July 1, 2011-June 31, 2012

Revenues
$596,010

Expenses
$592,053

Board of Directors
Eli Callison, City of Portland
Tim Cooper, Criterion Brock
JoAnn Herrigel, City of Milwaukie
Tracy Hokanson, PGE 
Jason C. Howard, EnviroLogic Resources, Inc.
Roy Iwai, Multnomah County Road Services
Michael Jones, Mt. Hood Community College
Torrey Lindbo, City of Gresham
Russ Mantifel, Bonneville Power Administration
Celeste Mazzacano, Xerces Society
John Nagy, Clackamas Co. Water Environment Services
Perry Rikli, Mt. Hood Community College
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David Scharfenberg, Pleasant Valley School
Candace Stoughton, East Multnomah Soil and 
    Water Conservation District

Advisory Circle
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